
Introduction and overview

The author has called this one of his most 
important books. The book is presented in simple 
terms and with very good Bible references that 
can help your understanding of key ideas 
surrounding the reason for the Cross.  However, 
you are also challenged to do additional study – 
Going Deeper – as you are drawn to the core 
concepts presented in each chapter. 

You are encouraged to purchase the book prior to 
starting the class.  The church has a limited 
number of books available that could be had at a 
cost of $5, first come first served.  These will 
be available the first introduction class. 
Otherwise, books can be purchased through the 

Ligonier Ministries at a cost of $12.00, plus shipping, or from Amazon 
Prime for around $15.00.  You can also purchase an audio or eBook 
version of The Truth of the Cross for $6-7 at Ligonier Ministries. 

Method of study:  Read the chapter – suggest more than once – and 
capture in your own way the key concept presented. Each chapter is 
only 15 to 20 pages so the task before you each week will not be a 
burden. You are encouraged to highlight and write in the book.  

Each week the class facilitator will provide questions that you are 
encouraged to answer as you read the chapter.  There will be an 
in-class discussion about the questions and about what you learned 
from your reading and study.  
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March 24th through June 2nd
The Truth of the Cross



March 24 Introduction & Overview
March 31 Necessity of the Atonement 
April 7 The Just God 
April 14 Debtors, Enemies & Criminals 
April 21 Easter Sunday – no class  
April 28 Ransomed from Above 

May 5   The Saving Substitute    
May 12  Made Like His Brethren  
May 19  The Suffering Servant  
May 26  The Blessing and the Curse  
June 2  A Secure Faith 

Chapter ONE - The Necessity of the Atonement
What must I do to be saved?  How do you answer that question?  In the 
first chapter there are three basic ways the atonement is viewed; it 
is unnecessary, it is hypothetically necessary, or it is absolutely 
necessary.  

Chapter TWO - The Just God
Can a just God excuse sin? In the second chapter we will explore why 
the very character and nature of God makes the atonement necessary. We 
will discuss how Abraham seemed to argue with God about His justice 
when sending judgment against Sodom and Gomorrah. 

Chapter THREE - Debtors, Enemies and Criminals
Will a just God demand that a debt be paid, and a crime be punished?  
In this chapter we will see how our sin makes us debtors, enemies and 
criminals before God.  And we will learn how Christ dealt with all 
these aspects through His atonement.  

Chapter FOUR - Ransomed from Above
When a ransom is paid, to whom is it made and for what reason?  In the 
fourth chapter we will see how Christ paid a ransom, which was 
acceptable to God, to free us from bondage of sin.  

Chapter FIVE - The Saving Substitute
What do the terms expiation and propitiation mean?  In the fifth 
chapter we will look at these terms and understand why a substitute 
was needed to appease the wrath of God and what manner of substitute 
was required.  
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Chapter SIX - Made Like His Brethren
Why the God-Man? Why was it necessary for God to come 
incarnate, as a human? Why do we possess a “forensic” 
justification? In this chapter we will explore the answer 
to these questions and better understand the preceding 
statement.

Chapter SEVEN - The Suffering Servant
There is no historical doubt that a man names Jesus was 
crucified on a Roman cross outside Jerusalem.  Was this 
Jesus the same person pointed to as the suffering servant 
identified in the Old Testament?  We will explore this 
question in chapter seven. 

Chapter EIGHT - The Blessing and the Curse
Covenant carries with it the idea of blessings and curses, 
for keeping of not keeping the terms of the covenant.  Was 
Jesus really forsaken, cut off, by God (the Father) on the 
cross? In the eighth chapter we will look at covenant and 
see what it meant when Jesus said, “My God, My God why have 
You forsaken Me”.

Chapter NINE - A Secure Faith
Was Jesus atoning death sufficient for everyone or was it 
efficient for a few? In this chapter we are introduced to 
the acrostic TULIP, which defines some major elements of 
the reformed faith.  We can know that we are secure in our 
salvation because we have trusted in what Christ did for 
us!  
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