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May Worship Highlights and Scripture 
Jonah: "How Can You Sleep?"  

  5th — 1:1-16, “What Do You Mean, Sleeper?”  Communion 

12th — 1:17-2:10, “In Over My Head” 

19th — 3:1-10, “Nineveh Shall Be Overthrown (or not)” 

26th — Youth Sunday 

June 3rd — 4:1-11, “120,000 Persons” 

 

Woman’s Tea on Saturday, May 11 

Sign up this Sunday!! 

On Saturday, May 11 from 9:30 to 11:00 AM, small groups of 

women will be gathering for a morning tea in various homes. This will 

be a quiet time of refreshment and encouragement together, 

considering the theme “Waiting on the Lord.” Rather than hosting a large gathering at 

church, several of our women are opening their homes for a group of 8. Each tea will 

feature a light breakfast and a devotion.  

Women, please sign up through Sunday, May 5 at the table in the narthex.  You will be 

contacted the week of May 5 so that you’ll know whose home to go to on the 11th!   

When you sign up, you are welcome to note if there is one friend whom you would like to 

be in a group with.   

This is a great opportunity to make new friends and grow in your trust in God! 

 

Serving one hour a week or one hour when you 
can makes a huge difference for Kids! 

One Hour Makes a Difference! 
Summer Lunches in the Park 

Training Opportunity at Saddlerock  

Monday, May 20  ~  7 pm 

http://www.smallmiraclesncw.org/


Scree Scribbles by Pastor Dennis 
“Heaven have mercy on us all - Presbyterians and Pagans 

alike - for we are all somehow dreadfully cracked about the 

head, and sadly need mending.” Moby Dick by Herman 

Melville 
 

     A person in her mid-70s called me from Wisconsin. She 

had come to faith late in life after hearing a funeral sermon 

I preached. Since that time some eight years ago, she has 

tried to make sense of apparent contradictions between 

Jesus’ life and teachings as compared to his followers’. She 

especially chafed at Christian clichés and aphorisms 

bandied at our Bible study and phoned me regularly to 

check whether she belonged in Christianity. Her admitted 

ignorance was refreshing. Even with my move to 

Wenatchee, she calls occasionally for perspective. I suggest 

she call her pastor, but she forgets in the face of a new 

crisis. The massacre in Christchurch, NZ that resulted in 

fifty dead and fifty wounded was one such crisis. She 

recoils at evil and why God allows it, but the evil deed 

itself wasn’t what had her agitated. It was the response of a 

well-versed Christian friend of hers. This person rejoiced at 

the killing of Muslims. She holds a similar antipathy for 

Catholics and gays. My friend wanted to 

know, “Doesn’t God love everyone, even 

those who don’t know him?” and “Doesn’t 

God call us to love everyone and pray for 

them?” 

     The truth is that few of us love our 

enemies. Few of us love those different 

than we are. In our time of  hyper-partisan 

_____ (fill in the blank) we feel justified 

in “not loving” Muslims, gays, Catholics, the 1% (or 

welfare recipients), immigrants and those who look like 

immigrants, Democrats (or Republicans), pro-choice (or 

pro-life), tree huggers (or climate change deniers). I read 

recently in the Wenatchee World of the effort one group is 

making to split the state and create a new state with 

northern Idaho. Tim Keller, in his book, The Prodigal 

Prophet, wrote, “To categorize people as the Other is to 

focus on the ways they are different from oneself, to focus 

on their strangeness and to reduce them to these 

characteristics until they are dehumanized.” (p. 55) This 

sense of other justifies the massacre of Muslims in 

Christchurch, the massacre of Christians in Sri Lanka, the 

burning of three historic Afro-American churches in 

Louisiana, the shooting of Jews at a Pittsburgh synagogue 

last October and in L.A. in April. This sense of other 

allows us to generalize from an isolated sample to say all 

immigrants are . . ., all blacks are . . ., all Muslims want to 

kill Christians. 

     God commanded Jonah, “Go at once to Nineveh, that 

great city, and cry out against it.” (1:2) Jonah did not like 

the directive. Nineveh was the capital of the Neo-Assyrian 

empire, site of today’s Mosul. The residents of Assyria 

were some bad hombres, so the tweet said. They hurt 

people just for fun. They destroyed cities with the ease of 

Thanos in the Avengers. They were the enemy to God’s 

people, the Jews. Why would God send Jonah there? So 

Jonah fled. Until God stopped him with a storm, Jonah 

repented. Until God relented of destroying Nineveh, then 

Jonah sulked because he really wanted Nineveh destroyed. 

The book of Jonah is full of irony—the pagans pray to 

God, Jonah flees; the pagans try to save Jonah; Jonah 

sleeps below deck; the pagans hope that God is merciful; 

Jonah hopes that he is not. By the book’s conclusion, we 

find Jonah sitting on a hill, wanting to die. He is upset 

because his message was received and the people repented. 

Never has success been so little appreciated. He was also 

upset that his leafy plant that had sprung up overnight had 

died. He did not like being scorched by the sun. The LORD 

challenged him on his disproportionate concern for the 

bush and his disregard for the one hundred and twenty 

thousand Ninevites. Not to mention their animals. 

     In May, I will preach from Jonah 

emphasizing missions, evangelism, and 

God’s desire that everyone be saved and 

come to the knowledge of the truth.(1 Tim 

2:4) I take great comfort that despite 

Jonah’s lack of interest in the Ninevites 

and his lack of polish in delivering a 

message, God used him. Despite the 

evangelical church being shallow, market 

driven, and political, God can still act through us to draw 

the nations to salvation in Jesus. He is bringing the nations 

to us. May is also the month of Ramadan for Muslims. 

There is a movement to pray for Muslims throughout the 

month of May. Check this website to participate: https://

www.30daysprayer.com/. What is your response to that 

idea? I can’t see you, so be honest. Will you pray for 

Muslims, or do you just want them destroyed? Watch out 

for big fish. 

    We move this summer from Jonah to Acts. Was the first 

century church as ideal and pristine as we memorialize? I 

doubt it. How did the early Christians become a church and 

spread from Jerusalem into Judea and Samaria and to the 

ends of the earth? What was their reaction when the Holy 

Spirit fell not just on them but on those outside their circle, 

and later, to include Gentiles? What did missions and 

evangelism look like for them? How did they cope with 

threats from the governing authorities, both religious and 

secular? Find out as we read through Acts 1-8, praying for 

God’s Spirit to fill our church and send us forth with the 

gospel of grace. 

“Maybe,” he said hesitantly, 

"maybe there is a beast." [...] 

"What I mean is, maybe  

it's only us.”  

Lord of the Flies,  

William Golding 

 

https://www.30daysprayer.com/
https://www.30daysprayer.com/


Adult  Discipleship 

Let’s Serve Our Neighbors! 

Our Local Missions team has established relationships with many ministries in our valley, and we would like to invite 

you to participate as you’re able.  Here are some current opportunities: 

Small Miracles Summer Lunch Program: This is an easy way to demonstrate the love of God by serving lunches in 

area parks to children who may not have enough to eat at home. It’s also a wide-open opportunity to share the gospel; 

there are no restrictions on what we can say or hand out to families. A very simple, one-hour training will be held at 

Saddlerock on Monday, May 20 at 7 PM. This is a great ministry to engage in as a family or a group of friends this 

summer! You can volunteer once or twice or commit to every week. Please come to the May 20 training to learn more! 

Highgate Outreach: Once a month, a small group of Saddlerockers leads a very simple time of worship for our elderly 

neighbors down the block at Highgate. We could use some more voices to join us in singing hymns! On the third 

Sunday of each month, we meet in the narthex at 9:50 AM and walk down to Highgate together, and we return to 

church at 10:30 AM. If you’re interested in joining us, please contact Pastor Annie! All you need is a smile to share and 

a willingness to sing to our great God. 

Grace House: Once a month, Pastor Annie and our Worship Director Michelle Loudon lead a simple time of Bible 

study and worship at the Grace House (transitional home for women and children in East Wenatchee). We go the third 

Wednesday night of the month from 6:00 to 7:00 PM. We’d love to have another woman join us for this special time of 

fellowship and ministry! If you’re interested, please contact Pastor Annie or Michelle. 

Public Schools: There are always opportunities to reach out to our neighbors through volunteering in our public 

schools. We currently have three individuals from Saddlerock who regularly volunteer in Wenatchee schools, and we 

have an invitation to establish an ongoing relationship with Lincoln Elementary through their Coyote Comfort Closet 

(for which we recently collected tennis shoes). If you’d like to serve children and families in the schools, reach out to 

the school of your choice to learn about volunteer opportunities, or let Pastor Annie know if you’d like to get onboard 

with the relationships we’ve already begun. This is a great time to think about volunteering in the fall! 

Finally, our Local Missions team itself could use some more hands on deck! This team meets once a month, the first 

Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM upstairs in the conference room. We make decisions about which local ministries to 

support as a church and plan special events, such as October’s Local Missions Fair. If you’re interested in helping our 

church reach out to our community with the gospel of Christ, please contact Pastor Annie, elder Carol Schrader, or 

simply show up for a meeting to check it out! 

Parent Pep Rally:  Sunday, May 19
th

, 10:00 a.m. in the gym! 

Parents, did you know that in the summer months at Saddlerock, we give our Sunday morning teachers a 

break, and we invite our kids entering 1st-5th grade to join us in worship?  

Come join Laura and Pastor Annie on the 19th for a quick “pep talk” 

about how to help your child engage in the worship service!  Bring your 

kids down, too!  We also will be handing out a short application to kids 

entering 4th-8th grade who would like to be on our “Children’s Church/

Nursery helper” rotation for the summer!   
 

Starting on May 26th, we will have one service for the summer, with 

nursery care and preschool/kindergarten class. 



Saddlerock Happenings 

All Valley Men’s Breakfast 

Saturday, May 18th 

8:00 - 9:30 am 

New Life Church 

310 - 5th St NE, East Wenatchee 

With Thom Nees Presenting 

Contact Ron 

Zielinski 

860-6869 

For more 
information 

 

April Roses 
Deaths 

Jack Bills 
Neil Molenaar 

 



 

Children’s  Ministry 

Saddlerock Kids Summer Programs: 

*Vacation Bible School:  July 14th - 18th    5:30 - 8:00 pm 

for Kids entering Kindergarten - 5th grade 

*Drama Camp:  August 5th - 9th    9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

for Kids entering 3rd - 6th grade 

Cost:  $50/child 

Check out our website at the end of May for the revealing  

of the VBS theme and the show for Drama Camp! 

Registration will open on June 1st!   

Pre-registration encouraged for VBS and required for Drama camp 

www.saddlerockepc/saddlerock-kids 

1st-5th graders:  
 

Let’s get  
Missions-minded as we head into summer! 

Join us in Children’s Church during the second service on 

May 5th as we learn about our global missionaries we sup-

port and on May 12th as we explore how to be missionaries 

to our local community!   

Parents, be watching for information to come with your 

child about how to be missional as a family this summer! 

 

Tall Timber 

Scholarship 

application time is here! 

If you are a child going into 2nd-5th grade, 

or a junior or senior high student, and you 

would like to apply for financial assistance 

for a Tall Timber camp this summer, 

scholarship applications are now available!  

Scholarships this year will be awarded on a 

first-come, first-served basis.  In addition to 

the short application, all children and 

youth are required to complete a service 

project for the church.  For children in 

elementary school, please mark your 

calendar for a 1.5 hour work party to clean 

the church on Sunday, June 9th, from 11:00-

12:30.  Students in junior and senior high 

school may serve as VBS or Drama Camp 

leaders (Drama Camp by invitation only) to 

fulfill this requirement.  VBS is July 14th-18th in 

the evenings. Applications for scholarships 

are due to Jeremy or Laura Lebow by May 

22nd.  Please talk to either of them or send 

them an email to request an application!  

laura@saddlerockepc.org  or  

jeremy@saddlerockepc.org  

mailto:laura@saddlerockepc.org
mailto:jeremy@saddlerockepc.org


Saddlerock Happenings 

Session Spotlight, April 23 

1. Thanks to Pastor Annie’s hospitality and tortilla soup, session welcomed its new members and staff with a dinner. 

Fearing a lapse into frivolity, Annie led a discussion on conflict resolution. Her success may be proved by the lack of 

fighting that accompanied the cookies and strawberries shared around the tables. 

2. Approved by using the Flames Shall Not Consume You method, Stew Cusick and Carol Schrader as elder 

representatives for the June General Assembly in Denver. 

3. Ministry Team Assignments: Marva Lee McCracken (Global), Stew Cusick (Latino), Gene Loudon (Deacons) 

4. Clerk Cindy Vidano offered to coordinate communion servers for the rest of her life here on earth. 

5. Approved motion from Finance Ministry to establish an exclusive use account for FIT to utilize for contributions and 

payments. 

6. Approved request from Jessi McIrvin, via Property Management, to install and operate a Little Library at south end 

entrance on church grounds. 

7. Amended an earlier decision about the priority of the three facility improvement projects. Voted to make the 

renovation of the worship center, the addition of the 

Commons and a covered walkway of equal importance. 

This means that no work will begin until money is 

sufficient to cover all three projects. For more details, 

attend the information meeting April 30th. 

8. Approved document titled Session Guidelines for 

Assessing Ministry Opportunities. 

9. After noting how much we missed Alan, Dave and 

Lynda, after wondering about the difficulty of 

continuing without them, we closed in prayer        

before 8:30. 

 SEPC FINANCIAL SUMMARY STATEMENT 

March 

Year-to-Date   

Budgeted Income Receipts Expenses Variance 

$219,771 $199,388 $218,043 ($18,655) 

Budgeted Income Receipts Expenses Variance 

$76,727 $82,666 $72,334 $10,332 

“Special Discretionary spending as authorized by 

Session is not included above. Funding for these 

initiatives came from savings.” 

Transferred to Non budget for 

the Facility Improvement Team        $40,000.00 

 

2020 
Tom Ernsberger 

Jerry Karney 

Omar Nuñez 

Carol Schrader 

2021 
John Gill 

Gene Loudon 

 

 

2022 
Stew Cusick 

David Hardwick 

Marva Lee McCracken 

Jeff Sandberg 

2020 

Kathy Berschauer 

Jane Culp 

Phil Kepler 

Connie Port 

June Vanderhoff 

2021 
Heather Alexander 

Kristi Ernsberger 

Dianna Gill 

Roger Lotts 

Verna Lotts 

2022 
Jan Bean 

Jan Berkompas 

Marliss Jones 

Sheryl Steiner 

Paula Walters 

Saddlerock Deacons 

Saddlerock Elders 

Clerk of Session: Cindy Vidano 



Saddlerock  Happenings 

FROM THE SADDLE 
**Pastor Emeritus Paul Pankey, accompanied by his son, traveled to Washington D.C. the end of April as part of 

the national Honor Flight program. Thank you, Paul, for your service to this country. 

**Jack Bills, a 65 year member of Saddlerock EPC, a man noted for his many years of philanthropic service to 

organizations like Whitworth College and CWH, died April 9th. 

**Neil Molenaar, CRWRC Disaster Response Director for 18 years, died April 20th. His signature Scripture was 

Eph. 2:10, “For we are God’s workmanship created in Christ Jesus to do good works . . .” 

**Thanks to your contributions, we collected 78 pairs of new shoes for Lincoln Elementary students. 

**Congratulations to Jade McCarrell, named State Top Attorney at the recent high school mock trial competition. 

Her team from River Academy is coached by Tyler Howat and includes Maggie Stevens. 

**It is not too late to purchase tickets for Newsies, this year’s Apple Blossom play. The two leads are our very own 

Jeff & Susan Heminger. The orchestra is directed by Matt Lodge. 

GLOBAL MISSIONS 

Sister Connection Ministry to restore widows and orphans.  The 

Saddlerock community will have an opportunity to restore dignity and 

hope to widows and orphans in Burundi, East Africa on Sunday, May 

12, 2019. Sister Connection, a Christian, non-profit based in Wenatchee 

will present their story and impact they are having on rebuilding lives 

after the civil wars that have raged there for decades. Their philosophy 

is to restore dignity for today and hope for the future by empowering 

widows and orphans to become financially independent by acting out 

James 1:27, “Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father 

is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself 

unstained from the world.”  

Their core programs are:  

1. Microenterprise where widows are trained in small business practices and then receive a 

loan to start their own business.    

2. Vocational training courses that equip widows and their adult children with practical skills to 

earn a sustainable income and improve their subsistence farming.  

3. Building simple, decent homes for $700 to give them shelter, safety, and stability using local 

builders and materials.  

4. A $35 monthly sponsorship connects you to a widow and her family to card for their needs 

of food, clothing, education, and medical care.  

Craig Reese, the organization president, will give the presentation. Craig has been the president 

since 2015 and has visited Burundi over 17 times. Ruth Dagg, a regular attendee at Saddlerock, is 

the sponsorship coordinator there. For more information, you can visit their website at 

www.sisterconnection.org; contact Ruth at ruth@sisterconnection.org or call  (509) 423-3166. They 

will have an information table set up in the Narthex before, between, and after the morning services. 

http://www.sisterconnection.org
mailto:ruth@sisterconnection.org
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MAY BIRTHDAYS 
Happy Birthday  ¡Feliz Cumpleaños! 

May Special Events 

 1—AWANA Award Night 
 8—Children’s Ministry 

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 
11—Women’s Tea 
19—Parent Pep Rally 
20—Small Miracles Training 
24—Grace Filled Moms 
26—One Service at 9:30 am 

5/1   Dale Foreman 

5/1   Bob Krueger 

5/2   Jay Brunner 

5/2   Dave Smeltzer 

5/5   Nancy Hardwick 

5/6   Kevin Beck 

5/6   Henrietta Logstrom 

5/6   Deb Walter 

5/7   Jane Culp 

5/7   Keith Forney 

5/7   Janice Mathison 

5/8   Ann Phillips 

5/9   Jeff Heminger 

5/9   Melissa Young 

5/10   Joshua Hammond 

5/11   Laura Waldren 

5/12   Doug Jones 

5/13   David Borges 

5/13   Steve Chervinskas 

5/13   Lucy Hartman 

5/13   Gene Hoon 

5/13   Marva Lee McCracken 

5/14   Brad Bozett 

5/14   Diane Lord 

5/14   Cathy Sayer 

5/15   Jennifer Jones 

5/15   Karin Lenard 

5/17   Kathy Berschauer 

5/18   Joan Ferrall 

5/18   Emily Lenard 

5/18   Clark Moran 

5/18   Gene Severson 

5/20   Gen Derrick 

5/22   Michael Cunningham 

5/22   Kim Ferderer 

5/24   Kay Hunziker 

5/26   Jim Conner 

5/26   Sherry Krebs 

5/26   Ward Larson 

5/27   Gail Foreman 

5/30   Cheryl Butcher 

5/31   Judah Henn 


