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March Worship Highlights and Scripture  
     The Letter to the Hebrews  

 

    3rd    8:1-13, “Obsolete”   [Communion] 

  10th    9:1-15, “Once For All” 

  17th    9:19-28, “Once For All, part 2” 

  24th    10:8-18, “Perfected For All Time”  

  31st    10:19-31, “Let Us Approach” 

Sunday, March 17 
Annual Meeting & Church Potluck! 

One Service at 9:30 
 

On Sunday, March 17, please join us for a potluck after 

the annual meeting. We will celebrate all that God is 

doing in our midst and especially give him thanks 

for our newly elected deacons and elders. Please bring 

a dish to share: 

Last names A-I, bring a dessert. 

Last names J-S, bring a salad. 

Last names T-Z, bring an entree 

 

Please plan on staying after the annual meeting 

on the 17th to share in this special time of  

fellowship and celebration! 



Scree Scribbles by Pastor Dennis 
     I attended a home Bible study the other night. After it 

concluded, and tantalizing pastries were set on the table, the 

group leader asked me to explain what is meant by eternal 

security. What is the Scriptural basis? Since it was past my 

bedtime, I offered to talk later with him about his questions. But 

as Anne-Marie chased me up and down the halls of Saddlerock 

warning me of the newsletter deadline, I decided to tackle the 

topic here and now. 

     Let me begin with a feint, a miracle healing described in 

John 5. We considered this passage at session so it’s fresh in my 

mind. In Jerusalem there was a tourist attraction known as 

Bethesda (Bethsaida?). Around this pool, physically distressed 

people gathered in hopes of healing. As the rumor went, the first 

one in the pool after an angel stirred the water, got healed. Jesus 

found a man among the crowd, lame for thirty-eight years. Jesus 

asked him if he would like to be healed. That strikes me as a 

strange question. Why else would the man be poolside? The 

man does not know Jesus. Jesus did not ask the man to make a 

profession of faith, though he follows up the healing by telling 

the man to leave his life of sin. So why did Jesus heal him and 

why didn’t he heal any of the other invalids? Was it because 

Jesus anticipated the man’s innate goodness? No, “there is no 

one righteous, not even one (Rom. 3:10).” Maybe the healing 

was granted because Jesus knew the man would repent. There is 

no indication that this man later became a follower of Jesus. We 

want life to be fair and God to be fair so we search for other 

justifications for this man’s healing. We want to believe that 

healing and salvation are somehow merited; otherwise, God 

would seem capricious, choosing to bless some and not others. 

We want to believe that everyone has an equal chance to 

respond by faith to Jesus, and if they don’t respond, well, that 

was their free choice. Is that notion Scriptural? “Jacob I loved; 

Esau I hated.” 

     Let’s return to the original question, the one regarding our 

eternal security, aka “Once saved, always saved.” We are saved 

by grace through faith and this not of ourselves (Eph. 2:8), but 

surely God gives the same opportunity to all. Or does He? Is it 

God’s foreknowledge of a person’s worth that leads Him to save 

some? How do you explain Jacob? Or does our Father save 

some for no reason other than his own, and those reasons 

depend not on us but on his grace? The answer is important. If 

our salvation depends even a little bit on us, it cannot be secure 

because we are fickle. If our salvation depends completely on 

God’s will and work, then it is as unchangeable and secure as 

God’s plans and steadfast love. So let’s look at three Scriptures. 

To do more would frustrate Anne-Marie who currently is 

pounding on my office window, pointing at her watch. 

     Romans 8:28-30, “And we know that all things work 

together for good for those who love God, who are called 

according to his purpose, because those whom he foreknew he 

also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son . . . 

and those he predestined, he also called; and those he called, he 

also justified; and those he justified, he also glorified.” Most 

people I know memorize, or at least reference v28, without the 

context of v29-v30. We take solace that all things work together 

for good. We cling to the hope that especially when the bad stuff 

happens, God has a plan for us. Why do we limit the scope of 

that plan to this world? In all things God works to draw to glory 

those He foreknew in creation. Talk about being a helicopter 

parent. He predestines us to be conformed to the image of his 

son. He calls us to faith in him. He justifies us. Then he brings 

us into glory. The process is messy. As Paul affirms in 

Philippians 1:6, “Being confident of this, that he who began a 

good work in you will carry it on . . .” 

     Moving ahead to Romans 9:15-16, 18, Paul writes, “For God 

says to Moses: ‘I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I 

will have compassion on whom I have compassion.’ So then, it 

does not depend on human desire or exertion, but on God who 

shows mercy. So then, God has mercy on whom he chooses to 

have mercy, and he hardens whom he chooses to harden.” Paul 

anticipates our complaint. How can God find fault with sinners, 

if He made them with an engineering flaw and doesn’t fix it? In 

today’s parlance, why hold us accountable to behavior dictated 

by our genetics? If we “have all sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God,” why rescue only a subset? As we stomp our foot 

at the seeming unfairness of God holding us accountable for our 

sins, consider the surprise that he redeems some despite their 

sentence to hell. We keep sinning and keep sinning. He keeps 

loving and loving. The love changes us, sometimes swiftly, 

sometimes gradually. His salvation does depend on our ability to 

surmount our sinful nature. “It does not depend on human desire 

or exertion.” Remember the lame man Jesus healed by the pool. 

God has mercy on whom He chooses. So our eternal security 

rests with Him rather than on our efforts to get our lives 

together. We are saved by grace. 

      Anne-Marie has summoned two guys from Property & 

Grounds. They are old but crafty. They are trying to jimmy open 

my office door. I must hurry. Let’s conclude with Hebrews 

10:10, 14, “By his will we have been made holy through the 

offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. . . For by one 

offering he has perfected for all time those who are made holy.” 

Perfected for all time. He perfected for all time those he 

predestined, called, justified, glorified: those he sets aside as 

holy. Our affections may wax and wane. His intentions are from 

the beginning. His love never fails. Remember 1 Cor. 13 is 

about him. 

     I received a question last week on one of our prayer cards. 

The question comes from a young man who wrote, “Where did 

our sins go when Jesus died on the cross?” The psalmist tells us, 

“As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our 

sins from us.”  In Colossians, Paul writes that all of our 

trespasses are forgiven, and the record of debt is canceled, 

nailed to the cross. Isaiah describes the one who carries all our 

sorrows. Upon him the LORD has laid all our iniquities. Where 

did our sins go when Jesus died on the cross? He took them 

upon himself. He paid our debt and he paid it in full. Where did 

those sins—past, present and future—go? They are gone never 

to be recalled. If he has saved you, if you have placed your faith 

in him, you are saved for all time because your sins are gone, 

and he works good in all things to bring you to salvation. “Who 

is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than 

that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who is 

interceding for us.” 

     They have broken down my office door. I must 



Adult  Discipleship 

 

2019 
Lynda Huson 

Alan Patterson 

Jeff Sandberg 

Dave Weber 

2020 
Tom Ernsberger 

Jerry Karney 

Omar Nuñez 

Carol Schrader 

2021 
Ross Berschauer 

John Gill 

Gene Loudon 

 

2019 

 

Roberto Garcia 

Marliss Jones 

Ruth Smeltzer 

Paula Walters 

2020 
Kathy Berschauer 

Jane Culp 

Phil Kepler 

Connie Port 

June Vanderhoff 

2021 
Heather Alexander 

Kristi Ernsberger 

Dianna Gill 

Roger Lotts 

Verna Lotts 

Saddlerock Deacons 

Saddlerock Elders 

Clerk of Session: Cindy Vidano 

An Invitation to Lenten Prayer  by Pastor Annie 

During the season of Lent, we prepare to celebrate the mercy of Good 
Friday and the joy of Easter. We have an opportunity to draw near to God 
(Hebrews 4:16) by entering into a time of reflection and repentance, and 
we actively remember our constant dependence on Christ (John 15:4). I 
would like to invite you to join me during this Lenten season for a series of 
prayer retreats.  

From March 9 through April 13, each Saturday morning from 8:00 to 9:00 
AM, we will meet in the church library to connect with the Lord in prayer. 
Our hour of prayer will begin with a reading from the Psalms, the church’s 
prayer book. Then we will move into a time of guided, open prayer; we will lift up prayers of adoration and 
thanksgiving, confession, supplication, and intercession. We will thank God for his goodness, love, and faithfulness. We 
will pray for individual needs and for our needs as a church body. We will pray for our loved ones who do not know 
Christ and for those suffering in our world.  

You are welcome to come to one or all of these prayer retreats, as you are able. No one will be taking attendance or 
fretting over the number of people who come. We will simply gather each Saturday morning to pray with those the 
Lord draws in each time. Some people are uncomfortable praying aloud in front of others; in that case, you are 

welcome to come and silently join 
in the prayers of your brothers and 
sisters. Prayer is the soul’s way of 
communicating with God—why not 
use the season of Lent as an excuse 
to draw near to him together?  

Join us March 9 - April 13… 
 

Lenten Prayer Retreats 

Saturday mornings, 8:00 - 9:00 AM 
in the church library 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

A time of quiet, guided prayer to mark 
the season leading up to Easter 

“We go into training in Lent, not as solitary perfectionists interested in our own 
progress, but as loyal members of a team. We cultivate our soul’s little garden 

not as an allotment, but as part of the great garden of God….”  

Evelyn Underhill, The School of Charity 

 

Grace-Filled Moms Friday, March 22nd, 6:00 - 7:30 pm 

Moms of all ages and stages are invited. A simple supper and childcare will be provided.  
Come to share in the love and grace of Jesus with your Saddlerock sisters!  

Please RSVP to Pastor Annie if you plan to join us.  



An Invitation from your Local Missions Team 

If you have a desire for Local Missions, come join our Team 

Meetings are the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm at Saddlerock Church. 

Contact Ward Larson  

for more information  

509-421-8701 

Saddlerock Happenings 

The Truth of the Cross - by R.C. Sproul 
Beginning March 24 - Library at 9:45 am 

The author has called this one of his most important books. The book is presented in 
simple terms and with very good Bible references that can help your understanding of 
key ideas surrounding the reason for the Cross.  However, you are also challenged to do 
additional study – Going Deeper – as you are drawn to the core concepts presented in 
each chapter.  

You are encouraged to purchase the book prior to starting the class.  Books can be 
purchased through the Ligonier Ministries at a cost of $12.00, plus shipping, or from 
Amazon Prime for $14.05.  Or you can also get audio or eBook versions for $6-7 at 
Ligonier Ministries.  

Method of study:  Read the chapter – suggest more than once – and capture in your own way the key concept 
presented. Each chapter is only 15 to 20 pages  of a small book so the task before you each week will not be a 

burden. You are encouraged to highlight and write in 
the book.   

Each week the class facilitator, Jay Brunner, will 
provide questions that you are encouraged to answer 
as you read the chapter.  There will be an in-class 
discussion about the questions and about what you 
learned from your reading and study. 

All Valley Men’s Breakfast 
Saturday, March 16th 

8:00 - 9:30 am 

at Saddlerock EPC 

Contact Ron Zielinski 

860-6869 

For more information 



Saddlerock  Happenings 

 

This is a brilliant/inspiring 
biography of the most 

influential man in modern 
history, written in riveting 

prose and impeccably 
researched—plus, the 

author has an eye for a 
good story! The Library team has purchased three 

Jan Karon books: In the Company of 
Others, Come Rain or Come Shine, and 

To Be Where You Are. 
There is now a complete set of the 

Mitford/Father Tim series available in 
the library. Coming In April… 

“THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOSEPH” 

A Study this Spring into God’s Redemption  
& Covenant Keeping 

The Way Connection Group 
 

Room 271  
at 9:45   

Sunday Mornings 
 

Series Starts April 7 



Saddlerock Happenings 

 
SEPC FINANCIAL SUMMARY STATEMENT 

January 

Year-to-Date   

Budgeted Income Receipts Expenses Variance 

$75,860 $64,302 $70,350 ($6,048) 

Budgeted Income Receipts Expenses Variance 

$75,860 $64,302 $70,350 ($6,048) 

 

February Roses 
Birth 
    Cooper Smith 

Youth 
Sunday School Time!         

March 24th - May 19th This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC 

SESSION SPOTLIGHT, FEBRUARY 26 

1. Scripture meditation from John 5:1-12. Who would have guessed that the Bible mentions a covered walkway?  

2. Approved membership for Ben Pierre, Loren & Tina Paulsson 

3. Invited Jeremy Lebow to join us in a discussion of membership as it applies to youth. Voted to treat youth 

request for membership as we would with adults. We will revisit as part of a discussion of our church by-laws 

issues concerned with voting. 

4. Welcomed Rick Schrader, chair of Property & Grounds, to present their desire for a covered walkway. He had 

the advantage of following a Sunday in which 4” of snow fell during the morning. He also is the one who has 

shoveled and salted the 75’ walkway from parking lot to narthex doors the past twelve years. 

5. Approved a combined worship service on March 17th to accommodate the annual meeting.  

6. Approved a request from the Orville Vanderlin family for a plaque in our Memorial Wall. 

7. Discussed the slate of candidates from the Nominating Committee. Noted with frustration a process that has 

ended with open spots for both deacons and elders. 

8. Prayed for elder Jerry Karney, currently recovering from heart surgery and a stroke. 

9. The meeting ended despite rumors to the contrary. 

http://www.jesus-without-language.net/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


Saddlerock  Happenings 

TEACHING SUPPLEMENTS SPONSORED BY  
SADDLEROCK MISSION GIFT 

By Suzanne Borges and Mike Rollwagen,  
Exec. Dir. of WordWalk 

At the start of this year, the SEPC Global Mission Team 
gave a one-time grant of $2500 to a mission organization 
called WordWalk, based in Pensacola, FL.  Saddlerock 
members David and Suzanne Borges are writers for a 
WordWalk Bible Study Project that includes about ten unpaid English writers and editors in the United States and 
gospel-trained translators in Malawi, Africa. 

For several years, WordWalk teams of Bible teachers have partnered with a missionary in Malawi, Africa to teach 
through Chichewan translators multi-week courses to village pastors. The number of church leaders in these 
classes vary, but at least 200 pastors have attended. These American volunteers became increasingly burdened at 
the inadequate time to answer the growing number of questions from these men who studied their own copies of 
Scripture with passion. 

Study Bibles were purchased and shared with the few pastors who know English, and the instructors began an in-
depth search through scripture-translation and publishing ministries for publications in their language. The Bible 
has been translated into Chichewan, but it is not a predominant language, and their search for study materials 
that could be understood by these men with limited education yielded nothing. 

In late 2018, WordWalk volunteers began creating English study pages that would supplement the scriptures, 
enabling these village pastors to have reference materials in their own language. Once news of this project 
reached Christians in other African countries, the original target of one regional language has been expanded to a 
project that can be translated into many other peripheral tongues in Africa and even beyond that continent once 
the English pages are written.. 

WordWalk teams are made up of volunteers like David and Suzanne who have a corroborated reputation of 
studying and sharing sound theology from a Reformed faith perspective.  The year of 2019 is dedicated to getting 
all the supplemental pages (more than 50) written and submitted to the editors.  As these pages are ready, they 
are sent to the translators in Malawi.  The funds provided by Saddlerock EPC helps supply the technical and 
logistical needs of the translators.  By 2020, project leaders hope to have the pages ready to print in Chichewan. 

So far, Suzanne and David have completed three assignments each.  David has written introductions to the major 
prophet books of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Lamentations.  He is currently working on Daniel.  Suzanne has written 
pages explaining the Parables of Jesus, the Four Hundred Years between the Testaments, and the Appearances of 
the Resurrected Christ. 

FROM THE SADDLE 
**Congratulations to member Cassie Besel, who turned 100 on Feb. 24th. Cassie resides at Highgate. 

**A Valentine’s Day tale: At 16, the love of Connie Port’s life was not the man (Reed) she would one day marry. 

She loved her black lab Herman, named for her favorite music group. The two spent hours howling together. The 

dog was miserable whenever separated from Connie, and he destroyed doors in his attempt to find her. Her 

mother finally forced Connie to send the dog packing. At night Connie still howls hoping he will find his way 

back home. 

**We welcome new members: Ben Pierre and Loren & Christina Paulsson. Ben has lived in Australia, New 

Zealand, Berlin, London, Iceland, and Minnesota. The Paulssons have not. 

**Trevor Sill is a man of music mystery. He sang in the Whitworth choir, is an accomplished pianist, and plays 

mandolin and ukulele. Add to that his increasing national stature as a drone pilot. What a guy! 
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