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APRIL WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS AND SCRIPTURE  
     The Letter to the Hebrews  

 

    7th  12:1-3, 12-13, “Consider Him” [communion] 

  14th  12:18-29, “The Assembly of the Firstborn” 

  21st  11:13-22, “Greeted from Afar” 

  28th  13:1-6, 20-21, “Brought Back From the Dead” 

 

The Warm Springs Mission Trip Teens  

are being auctioned off! 

Saturday, April 13
th

 

6:30 - 8:00 pm in our gym 

Please come and auction a teen to do housework, 

babysitting, or yard work. All money raised will go 

toward the Warm Springs Mission Trip. 

Dessert will be provided! 

   Easter Services this Year 
Palm Sunday, April 14th 

 Worship Services at 8:30 and 10:30 am 

Good Friday, April 19th   

Communion Service at 7 pm 

Easter Sunday, April 21st   

Sunrise Service  at 6:30 am, Narthex 

Worship Services at 8:30 and 10:30 am 



Scree Scribbles by Pastor Dennis 
     I posed the question recently in a sermon, “Of what 

advantage is the resurrection?” The question arose from the 

consideration that Christ died for the sins of the elect. The 

Evangelical message we focus most on in church is that we 

are sinners doomed to hell, unless Jesus saves us. In such a 

system, evangelism becomes the task of persuading people to 

repent and believe in Jesus. We may use the resurrection as 

proof of Jesus being God, but otherwise Easter seems absent 

of theological heft. This leaves Christianity more focused on 

sin and death, appeasing God to avoid hell. Christ paid the 

price (ransom) that the Law demands for our transgressions. 

It is a price we could not pay. This is called penal substitution 

or penal substitutionary atonement. Given that our sins are 

forgiven through Jesus dying on the cross and that Christ’s 

death was once for all, what more do we need for salvation? 

And if personal salvation is the only goal, what could compel 

us from the cross to celebrate an empty tomb? Heb. 9:26 

reads, “He has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to 

put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.” The author follows 

this thought in Heb. 10:14, “For by a single offering he has 

perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.” If we 

have Good Friday, do we need Easter Sunday? No wonder 

the cross is the most important image adorning our churches. 

What happened to fish? 

     As I do with many questions real and imagined, I pack my 

ponderings to Denny’s on Friday mornings.  Questions are 

more easily considered over pancakes and spinach filled 

omelets, especially with the benefit of learned voices seated 

with you. Our waitress Stephanie keeps a discreet distance. 

She knows her tip depends upon it. Funeral Director Rick 

shuffles brochures and business cards at the table next to 

ours. I smile and ask our cabal of nondescript theologians, 

“Of what advantage then is the resurrection?” FD Rick spills 

a stack of business cards on the floor. “Pass the syrup,” says 

one. “My acid reflux is acting up,” complains another. A 

third begins, “John MacArthur says . . .” before I cut him off. 

This guy attacks my insecurities by bringing up MacArthur 

every week. Finally, they settle back and provide me 

reasonable answers. I consider this leap into brilliance 

miraculous. 

     The resurrection accomplishes an affirmation of life over a 

culture of death (John 11:25-26, 14:1-3). Though all must die, 

death is not the end. Our culture may live for the material 

moment, set on war and violence, decay and disease. The 

resurrection invites us to set our sights higher. It indicates our 

future as resurrected beings (1 Cor. 15:20-22, 1 Pet 1:3) with 

an eternal dwelling and citizenship (Phil. 3:20-21).  

     Our one time Pentecostal, who is now Lutheran and only 

reads Romans, claims that the resurrection puts the 

exclamation point on Jesus’ claim to be God and validates his 

teachings (John 10:17-18, 1 Cor. 15:16-19). No other 

religious leader has pulled such a maneuver. Muhammad did 

not rise from the dead. Siddhartha Gautama, the founder of 

Buddhism, died. He sought to empty himself, not rise again. 

All claimants who profess to be messiahs have died. The 

chief priests and Pharisees were well aware of Jesus’ claim 

that three days after his death, he would rise. Because of their 

concern that this not occur, they cajoled Pilate to place a 

guard at the tomb (Matt 27:63). Despite the guard, despite his 

death, Jesus rose. He didn’t need to roll back the stone, but he 

wanted people to see. If his disciples had hoped to steal the 

body and stage a resurrection, they would have rolled the 

stone back in place. By rising, Jesus announces to all, “I am 

risen.” He appeared to more than 500 at one time (1 Cor. 

15:6). Bold. 

     The resurrection confirms our justification (Rom 4:25) as 

it demonstrates Jesus’ triumph over the grave. This triumph 

guarantees our future and extends to believers power in this 

life (Acts 2:24, Rom 8:11, Eph. 1:19-20, Phil. 3:10-11). As 

Paul writes in Philippians, “I want to know Christ and the 

power of his resurrection, becoming like him in death, that by 

any means possible I might attain the resurrection from the 

dead.” This resurrection is physical. We are raised not as 

disembodied spirits. We are raised not to go through a cycle 

of rebirth and reincarnation. We are raised not to become part 

of a cosmic oneness. We are raised, as Jesus was raised, with 

physical, albeit enhanced, features.  

     Our group’s lawyer saw in our study of Hebrews that the 

resurrection provided us a living executor or mediator (Heb. 

4:16, 9:24, 10:21) for a will/covenant that God has 

established. This legal will contains our rights of inheritance 

to the kingdom’s treasure. With Jesus’ death, the will is now 

in play. To claim our inheritance, we must have someone 

validate our claim. Only heirs have a claim. So it is Jesus’ 

death that opens the will. It is faith in Jesus and an acceptance 

of his payment on the cross that qualifies us as heirs (Gal. 

3:25). It is his resurrection that places him in position to 

advocate for us as executor. It is not every breakfast that this 

lawyer makes sense; however, he sounded smart with this 

answer. 

     Our polyglot, who is currently enrolled in seminary, 

pointed us in a different direction, beyond history and 

legalities to our future. He saw in the resurrection the 

inauguration of Christ’s reign (1 Pet 3:21-22, Rev. 5:6-10). 

The promises that we anticipate in his birth (Isaiah 9:6-7), 

appear to fail in his death, only to be revived and secured in 

his triumph over the grave. If death cannot stop him, what 

can? This reign will reconcile/restore creation after our 

murder of him (Isaiah 65:17-25, Rom 8: 20-23, Rev. 19:6-

16). The curse pronounced in response to Adam and Eve’s 

sin is lifted (1 Cor. 15:21). The bride, which is the church, is 

clothed in beauty and united with the bridegroom, Christ. A 

tree bears leaves for the healing of the nations. “For since we 

believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, 

God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep.”  

     As John MacArthur states, “The truth of the resurrection 

gives life to every other area of gospel truth. The resurrection 

is the pivot on which all of Christianity turns and without 

which none of the other truths would much matter.” Sounds 

about right to me. I hope to see you on Easter. 



 

 

Saddlerock  Happenings 

 

Special Thanks to our Potluck Hosts! 

We are grateful to the Patterson’s community group. This 
vibrant bunch served as the hosts for our potluck on March 
17. They worked hard to keep the hot food hot, set up our 
buffet, and do the cleanup afterward. 

Thanks to Alan & Lynne Patterson, Jim & 
Carol Adamson, Brian & Carolyn Fuson, 
Russ & Liz Havlicek, and Bob & Lila 
Nansel for your loving service! 

Thanks also to Bob & Laura Shepard for 
their assistance. Bob, we’re going to 
miss you on our staff! 

Women of Saddlerock! 

Spring Teas on Saturday, May 11 

9:30 - 11:00 AM 

Look for sign-ups beginning in late April! 

Rather than a large gathering at the church building, 
you will be invited to join a 

smaller group in the home of 
one of your sisters in Christ. 

We will enjoy a breakfast tea, 
a devotion on the theme of 

waiting on the Lord, and 
encouraging conversation. 

Please mark your calendars! 

Any questions? Please see Pastor Annie. 

 

Tennis Shoe Drive! 
for Lincoln Elementary Kids 

Local Missions is collecting brand new 
tennis shoes for boys and girls 

Kids sizes 12 through 5 youth 

from now through April 7 

Please bring your tennis shoes to church and place them 
on the designated table in the narthex. 

 

Thank you for blessing  
Lincoln Elementary families! 

Month of April is  
Serve Wenatchee Food Drive 

    Food Items in High Demand: 
  Peanut Butter 
  Jelly 
  Macaroni & Cheese 
  Canned Fruit 
  Dried Beans 

Grab a blue SWV 
Food Drive Bag 
from the table in 
the Narthex and 

return it with  
food items. 

 

2020 

Kathy Berschauer 

Jane Culp 

Phil Kepler 

Connie Port 

June Vanderhoff 

2021 
Heather Alexander 

Kristi Ernsberger 

Dianna Gill 

Roger Lotts 

Verna Lotts 

2022 
Jan Bean 

Jan Berkompas 

Marliss Jones 

Sheryl Steiner 

Paula Walters 

Saddlerock Deacons 

Saddlerock Elders 

Clerk of Session: Cindy Vidano 

2020 
Tom Ernsberger 

Jerry Karney 

Omar Nuñez 

Carol Schrader 

2021 
John Gill 

Gene Loudon 

 

 

2022 
Stew Cusick 

David Hardwick 

Marva Lee McCracken 

Jeff Sandberg 



Saddlerock  Happenings 

“THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOSEPH” 
An Eight-Week Study this Spring into God’s Redemption & Covenant Keeping 

 

We think we know the story of Joseph, the young man who was sold into 
slavery by his own brothers before rising to immense power over all of Egypt, 
the richest country in the world.  Reading like a 
modern-day soap opera, Joseph’s life has all of the 
elements of drama – sibling rivalry, poor parenting, 
a murder plot, sexual assault, betrayal, suffering, 
rags to riches, chances of retribution, a dramatic 
climax, and a reunited family. 

The dramatic nature of Joseph’s life and our own 
addiction to heroic story lines can overshadow the 
true message in the account of this man’s life in 
Genesis. The truth is that the Bible is not about 

people but about God’s glorious plan of redemption.  God is sovereign in all things, even the evil 
that others do, to achieve His purposes. 

Join The Way Connection Group this spring as we study “The Gospel According to Joseph” (Gen. 25-50) in Room 271 each 
Sunday at 9:45 a.m. under the leadership of Suzanne Borges.  The first lesson is April 7, and the series ends with the group’s 
semi-annual Bibles and Brunch in June.  Willing hearts and open Bibles are required.  (Contact Suzanne Borges if you will be 
new to this group.)  Be connected with other adults as we study the Word at Saddlerock EPC. 

THE WAY 
CONNECTION 

GROUP 
 

Room 271 at 9:45 
Sunday Mornings 

 

Series Starts  
April 7 

FROM THE SADDLE 

**Congratulations to Bart Block who this month follows Leland Fischer into retirement. Fall retiree Dave Battis 

issues assurance that retirement is a worthwhile endeavor. 

**Did you know that Saddlerockers Marilyn Fisher and Karin Kristjanson are presidents of their HOAs? 

**We concluded our annual meeting with what may have been record attendance for a church potluck. Karen 

Hamilton, renowned for her deviled eggs, brought 72. If not for Michelle Loudon setting two aside for the pastor, 

he would have missed out. Karen’s son Tom brought pulled pork. It also vanished. Many, many thanks to the 

community group of Adamsons, Pattersons, Fusons, Nansels, and Havliceks. With support from Bob Shepard, 

Stacia Loudon and Susan Henn, this group monitored the food and tables, and cleaned afterwards. We could not 

have managed this event without you. 

 SEPC FINANCIAL SUMMARY STATEMENT 

February 

Year-to-Date   

Budgeted Income Receipts Expenses Variance 

$143,044 $116,722 $145,709 ($28,987) 

Budgeted Income Receipts Expenses Variance 

$67,184 $52,420 $75,359 ($22,939) 

“Special Discretionary spending as authorized by 

Session is not included above. Funding for these 

initiatives came from savings.” 

    Transferred to Non Budget for the 

       Future Improvement Team  $40,000 

Easter Egg Hunt  
Saturday, April 20th at 10 am 

You can help by donating 
INDIVIDUALLY WRAPPED candy  
Collection box is in the Narthex 

Helpers are also needed  
at the Egg Hunt and  

Cookie Decorating Event!   

Contact Laura if you can help. 



Adult  Discipleship 
MEET OUR MISSIONARIES 

429 different universities and colleges.  

2.5 million university students.  
Maybe 1% Jesus-followers.  

 

We don’t know. Accurate statistics for faith among university students in 

Germany are hard to come by. However, of Berlin’s 140,000 university 

students, we can’t come up with more than 400 who are in a church, 

let alone active in promoting the gospel.  

The university student age—somewhere between 18-25—is the time 
in life where everything is open for reconsideration. Moving away from the familiarity of home life—old friendships, 

parent’s expectations, identity groups—opens up a time of change, of newness, of experimentation. Profs revel in questioning 

the “naïve” assumptions of the freshmen; the upperclassmen are eager to initiate new applicants to university life; and the 

anonymity of being a stranger in a crowd drunk on hormones, narcotics, and the intoxication of personal freedom lead to an 

openness to new ideas and new ways of living.  

>> As we were standing at our info-table during freshmen week in Erfurt, a young man came up to us: “Are you guys the 
Christians? Yah? I grew up atheist. My parents are atheists and so am I. But I figured, coming to University, it’s time to 

explore all things, right? So, I think I’ll join you and find out what Christianity is all about.”  

Communities of Christ Followers are essential to promoting the gospel. Pre-Christians are invited to come in, be a part, taste 

and see, as the community worships, serves, loves and learns.  

Our Task: 

• to plant communities of Christ following students on university campuses in Germany. 

• to train the students and staff to lead these communities. 

• to raise awareness for the need of context specific missionary efforts to secular university students. 

About us: 

• John and Kristen, Johnny (10), Matthias (10), Emilie (6) and Sophia (2). 

• Kristen and I met at a campus ministry at WWU in Bellingham. 

• We have been in Germany since 2007. 

• We love what we do! 

Thank you for partnering with us to promote the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the 

German secular student. Only together can we fulfill the Great Commission! 

Email: john.koeshalljr@agmd.org    kristen.koeshall@icloud.com 

Address: Gustav-Adolf-Str 3, 99084 Erfurt, Germany 

 

March Roses 

Deaths 
Ethel Huson 
Robert Kuster 

Births 
    Theo Aldrich 
    Elijah Brady 

The Koeshall Family 

SESSION SPOTLIGHT, MARCH 26 
1. Scripture meditation from Proverbs 21. Avoid pride; do righteousness. Lying and violence, eventually, will destroy 

those who so engage. Blessed are the merciful for they will be shown mercy. 

2. Accepted with reluctance the resignation of Ross Berschauer. 

3. Determined summer Sunday schedule as Adult Ed at 8:30 and worship at 9:30. Summer schedule will take place from 

Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend. 

4. Set April 14th, 10:30 service, for the ordination and installation of new officers. 

5. Welcomed Laura Lebow, Director of Children’s Ministry. As part of her presentation, we adopted a new child 

protection policy.  

6. Discussed the drop in giving for January and February. Received Finance’s recommendation to halt any additional 

allocations from savings beyond budgeted items until the financial situation changes. 

7. Tom Ernsberger, chair of Personnel, discussed the ramifications of Bob Shepard’s and John Alexander’s retirements.  

8. Approved request by Jay Brunner for the Life Choices Baby Bottle fundraiser on Mother’s Day. 

9. Commended retiring elders Dave Weber, Alan Patterson and Lynda Huson on the completion of their terms on session 

and that their work was marked by integrity, wisdom and graciousness during difficult times.  

10. With Alan and Dave joining hands one final time, we circled the baked goods and closed in prayer. 

mailto:john.koeshalljr@agmd.org
mailto:kristen.koeshall@icloud.com
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
Happy Birthday  ¡Feliz Cumpleaños! 

April Special Events 
  6—Lenten Prayer Time 

13—Lenten Prayer Time 

    —Teen Auction 

14—Elder/Deacon Ordination 
 and Installation 

19—Good Friday Service 

20—Easter Egg Hunt 

21—Easter Worship Services 
 6:30, 8:30 & 10:30 

26—Grace Filled Moms 

30—Session with Facility 
 Improvement Team 


