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SEPTEMBER WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS AND SCRIPTURE  
The Book of Acts 

   1st   8:26-37, “Unless Someone Guides Me” [Jeff Sandberg will preach] 

   8th   9:1-9, “Resistance Is Futile”  [Communion] 

 15th   9:10-19, “Scales” 

 22nd  10:9-23, “More Scales” 

 29th  10:24-33, 44-48, “Something Fishy by the Sea” 

Potluck & Train Rides 

at Riverfront Railway Park 

September 22
nd

    

     4 - 6 pm 
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Fall Worship  

at Saddlerock EPC 

             Starts September 8, 2019 

 

     8:30 am Worship Service 

     9:45 am Adult Education Classes 

   10:00 am Fellowship Time 

   10:30 am Worship Service 

 



Scree Scribbles by Pastor Dennis 

     Susan and I arrived for our vacation at Ocean Shores too 

early for lunch and much too early to check into our hotel. 

The sun and blue skies, rarities along the coast, beckoned 

us to the beach. Rather than park at the hotel and release 

three grandkids for a long walk to the beach, we decided to 

drive. A high tide greeted us. A Suburban, moving at the 

pace of beach erosion on a calm day, blocked our access 

onto the more heavily trafficked path running horizontal 

along the shoreline. Impatient, I veered around the vehicle, 

ignoring the warning sign of deep tire grooves and 

menacing sea gulls. Maybe if we had more clearance under 

our car. Maybe if I were driving an AW Subaru. Maybe if 

the tide had been lower.  

     I got us stuck in the sand not a hundred yards from the 

breaking waves. Susan’s efforts to free us—she claims an 

expertise in these situations based on four years of driving 

in Wyoming winters—dug our tires deeper despite the 

heavy pushing we adults provided from the vehicle’s rear. 

The grandkids were amused. 

     Two girls, neither yet a teenager, ran to us toting small 

shovels. “Do you need help?” they wondered. Following in 

their steps was their father, not quite as muscular as I 

would have preferred, and behind him their mother, 

offering helpful insight such as, “Looks like you’re stuck.” 

We, not she, shoveled. We placed boards under the tires. 

We pushed. We sank deeper. Ultimately, we required a $75 

tow. The resourceful operator, missing hair and teeth, 

guessed that he and his partner towed about ten cars a day, 

most at night, some stranded by high tides. He apologized 

for taking my money but mentioned times were tough and 

this was a business. The family of shovelers refused my 

offer of $20 for ice cream. 

     It’s September, the time in our church calendar we 

resume regular programming. Bible studies, community 

groups, AWANA, BSF, Precepts, expanded children’s 

church offerings, choir, and two worship services greet 

those who have spent the summer in leisure. Think of these 

offerings as the view of the ocean, serene and beckoning, a 

promise of fun and adventure. The ocean can be a 

dangerous place. Bible study can be a dangerous pursuit. 

Encounters with God change us, leading to the stripping 

and pruning old wood so that the new creation can grow 

and bear fruit. Do we really want to boldly follow Jesus? 

Do we really desire the indwelling of his spirit?  

     Despite the risk posed by encounters with God, getting 

stuck on the proverbial beach is much worse. Moses faced 

God’s awe-fullness on Sinai; the people he led cowered 

below amusing themselves with golden idols and raucous 

living. A young David faced a towering Goliath in the 

name of the LORD. Watching were Saul’s armies, described 

by 1 Samuel 17:24 as,  “All the men of Israel, when they 

saw the man, fled from him and were much afraid.” They 

were unwilling to enter the uncertainty and wildness of 

God’s call. They were stuck in the sand of their fears and 

desired comforts. 

      Attending religious offerings without engagement 

offers a pleasant illusion of spirituality just like a day at the 

beach without getting wet offers an illusion of vastness and 

unexplored regions. We park and pull out picnic supplies, 

but we lay beyond the reach of even the surf’s spray. I love 

beaches, but this is a metaphor so stay with me. It is only 

when we want to exit the beach that we realize our 

predicament of being stuck. We see the broken shells and 

scraps of candy wrappers for what they are. Life is in the 

water. The barrenness of death is found above the tide line. 

     Where would the Israelites have been if they had 

refused to cross through the parted waters? Slavery in 

Egypt. What if Abraham had ignored God’s call from Ur, 

opting to wait for a more detailed map? What if Dave & 

Susan Weber did not go to Lebanon on a medical mission 

trip? What if Jeremy did not take kids to the Warm Springs 

Reservation? What if Roger Benjume declined sharing his 

musical gifts? What if our many volunteers did not respond 

to God’s call (and Laura’s) to teach kids in AWANA and 

children’s church? Responding to God’s call brings risk 

and sacrifice? How much easier to throw a blanket on the 

beach and watch from where the surf will not wet us. God 

promises his people, “When you pass through the waters, I 

will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not 

overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not 

be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I am 

the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior 

(Isaiah 43:2-3).”  

     I love sharing the ocean with my grandkids, just as my 

parents shared it with me when I was young and easily 

swept out to sea. My grandkids are now old enough and 

brave enough to stand with me in the waves. I think this 

makes their mother nervous. We hold hands as the waves 

roll in, sometimes up to their waist. They laugh and jump 

and splash. The youngest one, only two, still runs back to 

her mother when a big wave is spotted, but the other two 

dare the wave to flatten them. Grandpa has their hands. 

They feel safe. God holds our hands. God has our backs. 

We go forth in faith knowing that we will get wet and we 

may even get knocked off our feet. But we know in that 

moment how alive faith makes us and how close God 

stands. So we laugh and raise our hands and invite the 

water to come. 



Adult  Discipleship 

Join Pastor Annie this fall in a study of the book Emotionally Healthy Spirituality, looking at how we can become more 
fully integrated as disciples of Christ.  

Knowing Jesus ought to transform every aspect of our lives. Yet many of us continue to struggle with the same habits, 
compulsions, and relational dysfunctions even years into following him. Sometimes, we even find ways to cover our 
relational immaturity with a “spiritual” veneer. As one pastor wrote, “Twenty-five years of Christian spiritual formation 
had added layer upon layer of moral formation on top of deeply seated compulsions that still controlled me.”  

How can we instead allow the gospel of Christ to control our hearts, minds, 
attitudes, and behaviors? This study will open a space for the Holy Spirit to 
work deep transformation in our lives.  

Beginning Sept. 8 

—Sundays at 9:45 AM— 

Upstairs conference room 

If you plan to attend the Emotionally Healthy Spirituality course, please pick 
up a book at the welcome desk by Sunday, Sept. 8.    A $10 donation will 

help cover the $12.99 cost to the church, but no one will be turned away for 
inability to donate.  

IT’S IMPOSSIBLE to be SPIRITUALLY MATURE 
WHILE REMAINING EMOTIONALLY IMMATURE 

Emotionally Healthy  

S p i r i t u a l i t y  

Special Adult Education event on 
Saturday, November 9 

 

Mark your 
calendars for 

this opportunity 
to dig into some 
topics we don’t 

get to explore 
on Sunday 
mornings! 

 

JOIN THE WAY CONNECTION GROUP  

IN BIBLE STUDY 

    THIS FALL AS WE STUDY 1st PETER 

Connect with others in Bible study and fellowship each Sunday 
this fall as we study the epistle of 1st Peter under the teaching of 
Jeff Sandberg.  We meet at 9:45 a.m. (between services) in Rm. 
271.  The lesson series begins Sept. 8 with hands-on Bible study weekly. 
 

From our instructor – “In a day and age where comfort, tolerance, and acceptance are most desirable, Christians 
can and will find themselves counted as black sheep. Christians will go through trials. Many already do in our world. 
The message of the Christian is far different than what the world tends to hear. And yet, 1st Peter stands as a re-
minder of the fact that we are different and are to live differently in this world than the status quo. 
 In this fall’s study of 1st Peter, we will study suffering, Christ’s expectation of suffering on the Christian and 
the right response to it. The ultimate hope is ‘That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold 
that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of 
Jesus Christ.’ (1 Peter 1:7 KJV)” 

 

Contact Suzanne Borges at msuzanneborges@gmail.com or (509) 470-7107 if you have questions. 

mailto:msuzanneborges@gmail.com


Saddlerock Happenings 

 SEPC FINANCIAL SUMMARY STATEMENT 

July 

Year-to-Date   

Budgeted Income Receipts Expenses Variance 

$508,894 $470,113 $499,179 ($29,065) 

Budgeted Income Receipts Expenses Variance 

$71,522 $56,705 $67,569 ($10,864) 

 

March Roses 
Death 

Gertrude Rohlman 

Births 
    Alice More 
    Thomas More 

“Special Discretionary spending as authorized by 

Session is not included above. Funding for these 

initiatives came from savings.” 

Transferred to Non budget for 

the Facility Improvement Team        $40,000.00 

 

SESSION SPOTLIGHT, AUGUST 27 
1. Bible study from John 15:1-12. A branch can only bear fruit if it abides in the vine. So how do we remain connected 

to the vine? What sort of fruit does Jesus have in mind? 

2. Ron Berschauer was invited to inform session about recent motions originating in Finance. He so capably answered 

that topic and our questions, that we inveighed upon him to share about FIT. His sparkling genius, his boyish enthu-

siasm, his depth of clarity renewed our vigor. 

3. Elected Jeff Sandberg and Heather Alexander as commissioners for the October presbytery in Sequim. 

4. Received with sadness Matt Lodge’s resignation as our choir director. 

5. Approved membership for a trio of Cliftons: Caleb, Whitney and MaryElise. 

6. Approved motion from Finance to move a $10,025 gift from Presbyterian Women given in 2010 to FIT. 

7. Pastor A. Rose distributed sheets and comments about how elders can better shepherd the congregation. 

8. Approved Barb Larkin as chair for Local Missions 

9. Closed in prayer, fairly upbeat all things considered. It was 9:05. 

High School/Middle School  

Back to School Party at the McIrvin’s house  

Sunday, September 8th    6:30 - 8:30 pm 
 

 

 

Youth Sunday School starting Sunday,  
September 15th  -   9:45 am   Spiritual Gifts 

Meet in the Youth Room 

 Middle School Youth Group starts Wednesday, September 11th   6:15 - 8:00 pm     Dinner at 5:30 

 High School Youth Group starts Sunday, September 15th   6:00 - 8:00 pm 



Saddlerock  Happenings 
 

 

 

 

 
For all children in Kindergarten - 5th grade 

(6th-8th graders also have youth group at the same time!) 

What is AWANA?      Active game time, scripture memorization, making 
friends & learning more about the Bible! 

Registration forms are on the website:  SaddlerockEPC.org 

Cost is around $50/child for the whole school year! 

Register in person from 6:00 - 6:30 on Sept. 11th 

Laura Lebow, director of Children’s Ministry at 663-1187 or 
laura@saddlerockepc.org 

Wednesday nights, 6:15 - 8:00 p.m. 

** Starting September 11th! ** 

 

2020 
Tom Ernsberger 

Jerry Karney 

Omar Nuñez 

Carol Schrader 

2021 
Jim Adamson 

Heather Alexander 

John Gill 

Gene Loudon 

2022 
Stew Cusick 

David Hardwick 

Marva Lee McCracken 

Jeff Sandberg 

2020 

Kathy Berschauer 

Jane Culp 

Phil Kepler 

Connie Port 

June Vanderhoff 

2021 
Kristi Ernsberger 

Diana Gill 

Roger Lotts 

Verna Lotts 

Marcia Ruckman 

2022 
Jan Bean 

Jan Berkompas 

Marliss Jones 

Sheryl Steiner 

Paula Walters 

Saddlerock Deacons 

Saddlerock Elders 

Clerk of Session: Cindy Vidano 

 

Sheryl Steiner has moved to her 
daughter's home in Albany, OR where 
she'll continue stroke rehab. If you would 
like to send cards or letters of 
encouragement they may be sent to: 

Sheryl Steiner 
c/o Megan VanDelinder 
317 Casting St. SE 
Albany, OR 97322 

Facility Improvement  
Projects 

Amount received to date  
in pledges, gifts,  

and Sanctuary transfers 



Saddlerock Happenings 

 

FROM THE SADDLE 
**Congratulations to Brianna & Jeff More who became first time parents August 6th with the delivery of their twins, 

Alice (almost 5 lbs) and Tommy (5 lbs, 5 ounces). It was a long day of labor made longer by the absence of Jeff’s 

stash of Oreos. In the words of Churchill, “For myself I am an optimist — it does not seem to be much use being 

anything else.” 

**The incomparable Aletha Cusick was at it again this year on her birthday. She jumped out of a plane for the 6th time 

since turning 90. This year’s jump, shared with grandson Andrew, marked her 98th birthday. 

**Congratulations to Matt Cadman on his selection to receive the 2019 Governor’s Arts and Heritage Award in the 

“Arts Advocacy” category for his work as Exec. Dir. at the Numerica PAC. 

**Congratulations to Lucina Trujillo on her marriage to Joseph Schwarz in Malaga on August 24th. 

     Volunteers Wanted! 
 

As we kick off a new ministry year, we have opportunities for you to join in our efforts  

“To intimately know and boldly follow Jesus”! 
 

• Children’s Church helpers for birth through 5th grade 

 —Contact Laura Lebow    663-1187 or laura@saddlerockepc.org 

• Wednesday night dinner help (serving families before AWANA and Middle School Youth Group) 
 —Contact Laura Lebow    663-1187 or laura@saddlerockepc.org 

• Middle School Youth Group (Wednesday nights; women especially needed) 
 —Contact Jeremy Lebow    663-1187 or jeremy@saddlerockepc.org 

• Vocalists and Instrumentalists for Praise Team, Choir, or Orchestra 
 —Contact Michelle Loudon    663-1187 or mloudon@saddlerockepc.org 

• Fellowship Time volunteers (set up or clean up refreshments on the 1st or 4th Sunday) 
 —Contact Wanda Evenhus    860-7486 or rtheevents@hotmail.com 

• Highgate Assisted Living outreach (join in simple time of worship once a month) 
 —Contact Pastor Annie    663-1187 or annie@saddlerockepc.org 

 

“From Christ the whole body, joined and held together by  
every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love,  

as each part does its work.”         ~ Ephesians 4:16 

Grace-Filled Moms 

Back on Friday, Sept. 27, 6:00-
7:30 PM! 
 
All moms are invited for an 
evening of dinner and fellow-
ship the fourth Friday of each 
month, beginning on September 27.  We will meet in 
the choir room for a simple dinner and a time of fel-
lowship.  Please RSVP to Pastor Annie or respond to 
the Evite online!  Free childcare for those who need it. 

 Discover Saddlerock EPC  
New Member Class 

September 7th and 14th 

 2:00 - 4:30 

Child care provided  
upon request.  

Contact Pastor Dennis  
to sign up    663-1187 



Saddlerock  Happenings 

All Valley Men’s Breakfast 
Saturday, September 21st 

8:00 - 9:30 am 

The Henry Building 
120 Cottage Ave, Cashmere 

Presenter TBD 

Contact Ron Zielinski 

860-6869 

For more information 

Guatemala Mission Trip 2020 
A mission trip to Guatemala is being planned for 

July 11 – 19 of 2020 

This will be similar to previous Trips in which we join Dr. 

Tito and the La Mision team.  We will do medical/dental 

clinics, children’s ministry, light construction, and water 

filters.  Our mission often depends on the skills of the 

people who go, so if you have a particular skill we would 

love to hear about it.  This team will include adults and 

youth age 12 and up accompanied by a parent or guardian.    

Talk to Dave or Susan Weber (509 679-4890), or Laura 

Clifton (509 884-0869) for details and answers to questions.   

Informational Meetings for the Youth/Parent Team 

◆  Wednesday September 11 at 5:30  ◆ 

Contact Laura Clifton for questions at lclif10@gmail.com 

Join the team! 

Life of Daniel 
(for Men) 

    

     A man of prayer 

         A man of insight 

              A man of courage 

Begins Sept. 5 (8 weeks) 

6:30 - 7:30 Thursday mornings 

Contact: Ron Zielinski 860-6869 

Cleaning Supply Drive for  

Lincoln Elementary Families 

Earlier this year, we conducted a tennis shoe drive for kids 
at Lincoln Elementary School. Your response was so 
generous that our Local Missions team has decided to hold 
quarterly drives to supply the Coyote Comfort Closet at 
Lincoln with necessities for families who are in need. This 
month, we are collecting household cleaning supplies. We 
are looking for all types of cleaning supplies, including dish 
soap, laundry soap, and bleach. Please bring your donations 
to church through Sunday, Sept. 29! 

 

You might wonder what donating items to needy families 
has to do with our mission of intimately knowing and boldly 
following Jesus. Our hope is that this ongoing relationship 
will create an opening for us to reach out to Lincoln families 
with the good news of Christ. It is a precious opportunity 
any time a public school reaches out to the church and 
invites our involvement! As we build trust with the staff and 

students at Lincoln, we hope their 
families will feel comfortable 
enough to join us for things like 
AWANA and VBS. Let's pray that 
our acts of service will result in 
opportunities for evangelism! 

mailto:lclif10@gmail.com
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
Happy Birthday  ¡Feliz Cumpleaños! 

September Special 
Events 

Beginning this month: 

  8—Adult Sunday School 

  9—BSF 

 11—Women’s Bible Study 

     —AWANA 

     —Middle School Youth  

 15—High School Youth  

 17—Church Office Closed 

 22—Potluck & Train Rides 

 27—Grace Filled Moms 

9/1  Brian Flones 
9/1  Brice Hull 
9/1  Phil Kepler 
9/1  TongJie Sandberg 
9/2  Bob Butcher 
9/6  Erik Foreman 
9/6  Emma Johnson 
9/7  Mark Young 
9/8  Dick Parkhill 
9/8  Vi Wald 
9/9  Daniel Figueroa 
9/9  Chloe LaFleur 
9/11  Jim Sayer 
9/12  Emma Crowe 
9/13  Oscar Benjume 

9/13  Roger Benjume 
9/13  Sharon Erickson 
9/13  Vickie Hammond 
9/13  Elsie Jennings 
9/16  Vienna Gallie 
9/16  Susan Heminger 
9/16  Patti Powers 
9/17  Susanna Cunningham 
9/17  Jo Ann Detjen 
9/17  Kelly Riedinger 
9/18  Juan Castro Punta 
9/18  Walker Sill 
9/19  Tom Halvorson 
9/19  Sadie Lindsay 
9/19  Jeff More 

9/19  Charlene Paynter 
9/20  Paul Griffith 
9/21  Myrna Hewitt 
9/21  Diane Larson 
9/22  Wyatt Scheibner 
9/23  Jim Burdick 
9/23  Nella Griffith 
9/23  Guillermina Maldonado 
9/25  Scott Rennie 
9/27  Peter Culp 
9/27  Marliss Jones 
9/27  Kathryn Owen 
9/29  Mikael Gavin 
9/29  Susan Henn 
9/29  Larry McCracken 


