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AUGUST WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS AND SCRIPTURE  
The Book of Acts  

  4th  5:16-28, “Jail Break” [Communion] 

11th  6:1-8, “Growing Pains/Growing Ministry”  

18th  6:8-15, 7:54-60,  

 “At This They Covered Their Ears” 

25th  8:9-23, “Marketing God” 

Prayer Service    August 18th   7:00 pm  

We continue our tradition of praying for teachers, students, 
administrators, and schools in preparation for the new 
school year.  

Do you know that, acting on an invitation from Gracie Helm, 
Pastor Annie went weekly to Mission View to pray before 
school with teachers? 

 Come  

      Support 

  our Kids! 

 

Enjoy Dinner & Watch the 

Drama Camp Production 

 

Friday, August 9th 

Dinner at 6:00 pm 

Show at 7:00 pm 

 

Free Dinner & Show 



Scree Scribbles by Josiah Henn 

     I have spent a great deal of my life longing for religious 

experience. Part of the problem is I did not know what to 

expect. I did not know how to recognize an event even if I 

experienced one.   

     Theologically speaking, God's intercession is 

a personal act of self-revelation. Here, the meaning of 

personal is that God is revealing something internal to 

himself.  

    This is not the case with persons. If you try to get by the 

bouncer at the party of a celebrity, no recital of birth dates, 

weights, blood types, or hobbies is going to convince them 

that you know the celebrity. To know a person means you have 

met, that you have shared experience. If you say you know the 

celebrity, it means if they see you, they had better recognize 

you, or you are a liar. Many instances in the Bible about 

knowing Jesus (or God) refer to this type of knowledge.  

     In traditions with a heavy emphasis on creedal formulas, 

we can put the cart before the horse. It's easy to hold sacred 

knowledge about God, instead of pursuing knowledge of 

God. It is easy to become a religion that worships a dead 

god. But the beauty of Church (and Scripture) is that we can 

look at this great cloud of witnesses and recognize 

the living God we experience now is the same God 

experienced by our brothers and sisters and ancestors. We do 

not each experience our own personal individual gods, or 

share gods with our cliques and identity labels. We experience 

one unchanging God, and recognize him as the same God who 

has interceded on behalf of his people constantly and 

consistently throughout history. 

     The trouble with the necessity of God's self-revelation is 

we have no way to gain access to it "at will.” We cannot 

summon him, control him, or demand an audience. We have 

to wait for his timing.  

     When I look back on my life, I can see God's activity and 

intercession in many places, but I did not recognize it at the 

time. At that moment, I was either ignorant or unsatisfied, 

continuing to demand something more dramatic. This leads to 

further questioning. Which was my first encounter with God? 

The one that came first chronologically, or the one in which I 

was able to recognize it in the moment (instead of only after)? 

Furthermore, where does repentance fit in? I certainly 

recognized my need for God before I was confident saying I 

have met, encountered, experienced God. But repentance can 

only come from God. So looking back, God must have been 

there to show me that need. 

     With this in mind, I can say that at a very young age I 

became petrified with fear while entertaining the possibility of 

nothingness after death. Most scary to me was if such a 

conclusion were accepted, how meaningless life 

became. Because nothingness and Christianity were just 

impersonal knowledge to me, I could not understand why 

Christians around me were convinced their idea was right. I 

certainly wanted Christianity to be right, but since the dead 

don't talk, I couldn't think of any way to know for sure. 

     I shared these concerns with my dad who talked to me 

about the historical evidence for Jesus and the Bible. These 

arguments did not convince me, but that wasn't important. The 

important thing was listening to my dad talk about his faith. I 

could tell, even at that early age, that he knew Jesus. I wanted 

that too. 

     Isn't it silly? I asked to be baptized. I read my Bible and 

prayed every day. I listened hard and answered every question 

I could in church. All intent on meeting the Jesus I thought I 

hadn't met--yet wasn't that the same Jesus I had glimpsed in 

my dad? How could I have seen him if he hadn't chosen to 

reveal himself to me? Now I can look back and say, "You 

idiot, God was there! That is exactly how he reveals himself!" 

but at the time I thought, "Boy, I sure wish I can have faith 

like that some day." 

     There are many other examples, but inevitably I was too 

busy seeking "the religious experience that would blow me 

away" to notice the appearances of Christ in God's servants all 

around me. Eventually, though, God gave me a miracle. I 

wonder perhaps if I had just ignored him so many times he got 

tired of waiting. I dreamed about an out-of-the-blue job offer 

only to wake to that very offer in my inbox. I had no way of 

expecting it, and it was really good for my career. The dream 

told me not to take it. 

     As good as the offer might have been, as someone who had 

prayed for signs his whole life, I had to heed this one. I 

imagine God would have to bludgeon me with a mallet next if 

I ignored this one. But while God certainly had my attention, I 

started to wonder why. I didn't have to wait long. 

     In the course of the next two weeks, three things 

happened. My parents informed us they would not be moving 

to Seattle. In fact, they were taking full-time work in 

Wenatchee for the foreseeable future. Next, our final au pair 

selection decided to go with a different family. Yuki needed 

help with our three kids, and I couldn't help because of my 

fibromyalgia. Finally, church hunting was meeting snags. I 

had been trying to find a church for all of us (including my 

parents) and facing challenges. In a particularly troublesome 

sermon I thought, "Can I really listen to this for another year?" 

     Aha! While the new job offer would not have let me work 

from home, my current job did. That's why I wasn't supposed 

to take it. It all made sense. I wasn't supposed to be in 

Seattle. We could live wherever we wanted, including . . . 

Wenatchee. In Wenatchee, our kids can be close to their 

grandparents; grandparents can sometimes help with various 

child-rearing emergencies; and there is a great church! 

     So we packed up our bags and drove over the mountain. A 

year later, I watched my father baptize my wife. God is good. 



Adult  Discipleship 

 

2020 
Tom Ernsberger 

Jerry Karney 

Omar Nuñez 

Carol Schrader 

2021 
Jim Adamson 

Heather Alexander 

John Gill 

Gene Loudon 

2022 
Stew Cusick 

David Hardwick 

Marva Lee McCracken 

Jeff Sandberg 

2020 

Kathy Berschauer 

Jane Culp 

Phil Kepler 

Connie Port 

June Vanderhoff 

2021 
Kristi Ernsberger 

Diana Gill 

Roger Lotts 

Verna Lotts 

Marcia Ruckman 

2022 
Jan Bean 

Jan Berkompas 

Marliss Jones 

Sheryl Steiner 

Paula Walters 

Saddlerock Deacons 

Saddlerock Elders 

Clerk of Session: Cindy Vidano 

The Return of Fellowship Time! 

Last fall, we began offering Fellowship Time between our two Sunday worship services to give 
our church family a chance to connect. Fellowship Time was an invitation to develop friendships 
with people who attend the “other” service and to welcome visitors in our midst. Since we have 
worshiped together in one service this summer, some have missed the opportunity to meet and 
connect with one another over coffee and donuts. As we return to our two-service format on 
September 8, we will also return to having Fellowship Time between the two worship services!  

We are looking for new team members to provide hospitality to our church family. Each week for Fellowship 
Time, we need two people to pick up donuts and set them out and two people to clean up afterward. It works 
well to have the setup crew attend the second service and the cleanup crew attend the first. Would you 
prayerfully consider whether you could serve on this Fellowship Time team one Sunday per month? If you are 
interested in serving our church family in this way, please contact Wanda Evenhus for more information at 
rthevents@hotmail.com or 860-7486. 

Sunday Adult Education 
This month, we will wrap up our study on Abiding in Christ: Practices for Everyday Gospel Living. Join us as we look at 
Community, Sacraments, and Celebration as ways of keeping our lives rooted in Jesus, the true vine! We meet in the 
Library at 8:30 AM through August 18. 
In September, we will be back to offering two Sunday morning adult ed. opportunities for our growth as disciples: 
The Way Connection Group will begin a study of 1 Peter, taught by elder Jeff Sandberg. This study will be a great follow-
up on our Acts sermon series, as we see many of the spiritual realities Peter preached and grappled with in Acts reflected 
in his letter! It will be a wonderful opportunity to be fed by the Word of God together. 

Pastor Annie will begin a series on the book Emotionally Healthy Spirituality, looking at how 
we can become more fully integrated as disciples of Christ. Knowing Jesus ought to transform 
every aspect of our lives, and yet so many of us continue to struggle with the same habits, 
compulsions, and relational dysfunctions even years into following him. This study will open a 
space for the Holy Spirit to work deep transformation into our lives. 

Join with your brothers and sisters in Christ as we seek to grow in his grace! 

mailto:rthevents@hotmail.com


Saddlerock Happenings 

Clothes for the 
Classroom 

    is coming soon!  

Saturday, August 17th 

at Saddlerock EPC 

With your help, over 900 kids will receive jeans, shirts, shoes & socks. Many will receive haircuts, and 
all will experience the Love of God in Christ.  

We need many volunteers leading up to and on the day of the event. It is so rewarding to serve with 
one other. 

To volunteer or to provide financial support, please contact Serve Wenatchee Valley at 663-4673 or 
online at servewenatchee.org. 

*For just $25, you can provide a complete outfit for a child.*  

You are Invited! 

The Elders and the Facilities 

Improvement Team will be 

hosting informational 

“cottage” meetings this 

summer to share the vision of 

our building project. You 

will have a chance to ask any 

questions you have.   

Please sign up for one of 

these meetings at the 

welcome desk or call the 

church office. 

 Friday, August 9th  - 6:30 

pm at the Alexander’s  

 Friday, August 23rd - 6:00 

pm at the Hardwick’s 



Saddlerock  Happenings 

 

 

The Library will be hosting a  

Library Book Giveaway 

In the Narthex 

August 2-12 

FROM THE SADDLE 
**Wanted: Secretary for Property Management Team. Familiarity and experience in the following areas desired: can 

make apple schnapps; can defend self against home intruders; has experience with dairy farming in North 

Dakota; can decapitate chickens; and has a favorite Starbuck’s beverage raspberry Italian soda. See Marilyn 

Benson for more details or to apply. 

**The church this month bids a sad goodbye to Dale Moog and Lynda & Mark Huson. A key leader in our youth 

ministry, Dale is moving with his family to Moses Lake. The Husons, following their retirements this year, will 

move to Montana to be with their daughter and her family. Grandkids exert a magnetic pull, I understand. Lynda 

has served with distinction as an elder here. 

**Are your tomato plants wilting? Do the tomatoes turn black on the bottom? Your soil may be deficient of 

magnesium. Jimmy Ortiz and Rick Schrader recommend epson salt. I recommend pulling the plant. 

Your church library has received 4 
series of juvenile-fiction books 
donated by generous folk!  The 
Crowe family has given us: the 

beloved "Mandie" series by Lois 
Gladys Leppard (practically 

complete, and well-cared for); 
"Between Two Flags” and "An 

American Adventure" both series 
by Lee Roddy; and "A Sadie Rose 

Adventure" series by Hilda Stahl.   
 

For ages 8 - 14+, these series 
promise adventure, delight, tears, 

suspense--let's get reading! 

 

The Yada Yada Prayer Group 

Set in Chicago, this series follows 
twelve diverse women as they 

navigate through life together in 
their assigned prayer group. 

Visit the Library upstairs to check 
out this series and other fiction & 

nonfiction books, study guides, 
and videos. 

The library resources are 
available to everyone. 



Saddlerock Happenings 

 
SEPC FINANCIAL SUMMARY STATEMENT 

June 

Year-to-Date   

Budgeted Income Receipts Expenses Variance 

$437,372 $413,408 $431,610 ($18,202) 

Budgeted Income Receipts Expenses Variance 

$76,727 $79,310 $75,065 $4,245 

 

June Rose 

Birth 
    Max Huson 

“Special Discretionary spending as authorized by 

Session is not included above. Funding for these 

initiatives came from savings.” 

Transferred to Non budget for 

the Facility Improvement Team        $40,000.00 

SESSION SPOTLIGHT, JULY 23 

1. Bible study from Titus 2:11-3:11 led us to consider the grace of God that brings salvation, the ongoing struggle to 

renounce ungodliness in our lives, and the blessed hope that is Jesus. The pastor known as Henn also admonished 

his fellow elders to “devote themselves to good works.” 

2. Installed the late arriving Jim Adamson. 

3. Jerry Karney noted that Pastor Jerry Beebe of First Assembly has a servant’s heart. We concurred. 

4. In an effort to remain better connected with our membership, we review the list of those who have not been in 

worship for a month.  

5. Discussed progress of the Facility Improvement project. A letter will be sent to all members telling them how to 

find information about the project and how to support it. 

6. Decided to extend an invitation to Rev. Megan Hackman who is planting an EPChurch in Port Orchard. We want to 

hear from her about how God is moving and what boldly following looks like in sharing the gospel with the non-

churched. 

7. Tom Ernsberger updated us on progress Personnel is making to fill two vacant staff positions. 

8. Pastor Annie informed us of a pilot community group program she will try this fall call Rooted. 

9. Closed in prayer, pleased by the double rainbow left in the afterglow of the thunderstorms. Equally were we pleased 

by the wafted aroma of Pastor Annie’s cookies. 

Discover Saddlerock EPC  
New Member Class 

September 7th and 14th, 2:00 - 4:30 

Child care provided upon request.  

Contact Pastor Dennis to sign up. 

663-1187 

Thank you Jeff Sandberg! 

After fourteen years of faithful service in a part-time position on 
our music staff, Jeff Sandberg is stepping back from music ministry 
to pursue a calling to teach and lead as an elder in our church.  We 
are thankful for all that he has brought to our worship in music 
over the years.  We will miss him on our music team, but look 
forward to seeing how God works through him in his new 
pursuits.  God bless you Jeff! 



Saddlerock  Happenings 

Meet Your Missionaries 
Missionaries: Chris and Debbie Gibson and the Sunrise House in Budapest 
 

The Gibsons are Missionaries supported by Saddlerock who work in Budapest. Last year, the Global Missions 
Team chose them to receive a one time financial gift to help renovate and furnish their project called Sunrise 
House. The Gibsons work with World Outreach/EPC in directing their department called Member Care. 
Member Care provides pastoral care, counseling , mental health services, coaching and spiritual direction for 
missionaries on difficult field assignments.  The Sunrise House is the new facility where missionaries can 
come and stay to receive these services without having to return back to the United States. Studies have 
shown if missionaries return to the United States for Member Care, they are less likely to return to the 
mission field. The Gibsons want our Church family to know they are "so thankful for the many ways that our 
wonderful congregation loves and supports us.”  

This summer, in June, the Gibsons attended the EPC General Assembly meeting in Denver (where Pastor 
Annie was in attendance too).  In July, they had a 10 day conference for workers who will do intense 
counseling sessions with about 20 families.  And for August, they will host a couple who served in Romania 
for two weeks. This couple will stay in the Sunrise House and receive counseling and various kinds of support 
for the challenges they are facing.  

Finally, the Global Missions Team wants to thank Del and June Vanderhoff's small group who has graciously 
adopted the Gibsons as their missionary couple to pray for and occasionally reach out to with email or cards. 
The Global Missions Team is thankful for all our small groups who have adopted one of our missionary 
families from around the world. 

Enjoy these photos of the Sunrise House in Budapest: 

The Westminster Shorter Catechism 
The Westminster Shorter Catechism was completed in 1647 by the Westminster Assembly and continues to 

serve as part of the doctrinal standards of many Presbyterian churches. 

The First Three Questions 
 

Q. 1. What is the chief end of man? 
A. Man’s chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.  

Q. 2. What rule hath God given to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him? 
A. The Word of God, which is contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, is the only rule to direct us how we 
may glorify and enjoy Him.  

Q. 3. What do the Scriptures principally teach? 
A. The Scriptures principally teach what man is to believe concerning God and what duty God requires of man. 
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
Happy Birthday  ¡Feliz Cumpleaños! 

August Special Events 
 5—Drama Camp Starts 

 9—Drama Camp Performance  

17—Clothes 4 the Classroom 

18—Prayer Service 

8/1  Kelsee Berschauer 

8/1  Charles Hammond 

8/2  Aletha Cusick 

8/3  Matthew Asplund 

8/4  Lynda Carlisle 

8/4  Tom Clifton 

8/5  Darrell Long 

8/5  Susie Schell 

8/7  Alaura Mahler 

8/8  Heather Alexander 

8/8  Piper Mathews 

8/9  Brianna More 

8/10  Susie Pagio 

8/11  Bret Hammond 

8/11  Craig Vidano 

8/13  Lisa Stroming 

8/14  Mark Huson Sr 

8/14  Jeremy Lebow 

8/15  Eva Graham-Joiner 

8/15  Laura Lebow 

8/16  Laura Clifton 

8/16  Jean Kramer 

8/17  Pat Lynn 

8/17  Bernie Schell 

8/18  Dagny Foreman 

8/18  Sheryl Steiner 

8/20  Stacia Loudon 

8/21  Karen Heminger 

8/21  Kathy Karney 

8/22  Bob Mathison 

8/22  Wendy Roe 

8/25  Ken Krebs 

8/25  Clint Vidano 

8/26  Bob Culp 

8/30  Gus Angér 


