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JUNE & JULY WORSHIP HIGHLIGHTS AND SCRIPTURE  

Acts: “Ready; Set; Go!” 
 

June:   23rd  2:36-47, “A Little R & B” 

30th  3:1-16, “The Hour of Prayer” 
 

July:   7th  3:14-26, “That Times of Refreshing May Come”  

          [Communion] 

14th  4:13-22, “Everyone Knows and Some Are Talking”  

21st  4:23-35, “The Fourth and Ten Huddle”  

28th  4:36-5:11, “Ana(nias)-phylactic Shock”   

VBS 

July 14 - 18  
5:30 - 8:00 pm 

For children entering:  

      Kindergarten  

to 5th Grade 

Pre-registration encouraged  

Visit our website or call the church office 



Scree Scribbles by Pastor Dennis 

     The number of causes I am asked to research and 

comment on overwhelms me. Books pile upon my desk. 

Links to articles litter my email. People ask me to preach 

against sin, having specific ones in mind and a few they 

prefer ignored. One problem with causes is the binary 

nature of addressing issues in an age that prefers headlines 

and social media buzz to nuance and substance. One side is 

right and one side is of Satan. It doesn’t help that we live in 

a post-truth age where fundraising and generating 

viewership force those engaged to make inflammatory 

announcements while shouting to draw attention. Note 

Donald Trump’s tweets, talk radio and cable news as 

examples. 

     People bring important issues to my attention. The 

issues deserve attention. En amasse, tackling the volume of 

issues substantively would consume our Sundays. We 

would trade a liturgical calendar of Easter, Pentecost, and 

Christmas for civil holidays and causes. In the past eighteen 

months, these issues have been brought to me: March for 

Pro-Life; advocate for Biblical marriage; clamor about 

climate change; expose heretics and their music; address 

the issue of women in leadership; promote teen celibacy; 

weigh the appropriateness of confessional prayers; promote 

the importance of baptism and its relation to communion; 

settle once and for all whether it is predestination or free 

will; determine at what age a person can join the church; 

support a building project and weigh the theological 

implication of black; involve our church more in social 

justice issues; answer for the ongoing importance of the 

Old Testament. During this time, people have left 

Saddlerock because we sing too many hymns/not enough 

hymns, because we are too conservative/ too liberal, 

because our denomination teaches that a person must be 

baptized before that person receives communion, because 

we have female elders and pastor, and because I don’t end 

my prayers with, “In Jesus’ name.” Theology is weighty.  

     Theology matters. Theology is toilsome. It doesn’t help 

that teachers will be judged more strictly (Jms 3:1). Few 

know their church’s theology until it offends them. We 

need sound theology, but sometimes we strain gnats. There 

are winners and losers in these contests. I am not convinced 

that the church is the winner. I am not convinced that our 

winner take all practice promotes the glory of God. I 

confess that the battles drain me of joy. 

     So I needed a refresher on why I began in ministry. I 

needed to return to the basics that first drew me to Christ. I 

needed to bid Jonah goodbye and leave him to his hill. 

Jesus instructed his disciples, “I give you a new 

commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have 

loved you, you also should love one another. By this 

everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have 

love for one another.” We either forget these words or 

complicate their application. Generally, the world beyond 

the church does not view us Christians as loving. What do 

they hear and see? When I spend too much time in my 

head, I forget how to love. God recently provided me an 

escape from my head that soothed my soul.  

     The pivotal event was planning the memorial service for 

Dorothy Beck with her family. Among her papers was an 

envelope she asked be opened at her death. On the envelope 

were the words, “Dear ones, this seems like a good 

suggestion.” Inside was a reference to 1 Thessalonians 

5:15, “See that no one renders evil for evil to anyone. But 

always seek to do good to one another and to all.” I took 

those words to heart. Dorothy’s service challenged me to 

act with kindness to others. Almost immediately God gave 

me opportunity. One instance involved a request for money 

to cover a bus ticket to Bellingham. Rather than charge the 

church, I accepted this as an opening to be kind and paid it 

myself. Hours later, I received a card from someone who 

had attended Dorothy’s service. In the envelope was a 

check for a few dollars more than the cost of the ticket. The 

note said, “In Dorothy’s name, use this money in your 

ministry to others.” I love God’s timing. 

     Acts of kindness take many forms. Almost anyone can 

do them. Kindness and love “rejoices with those who 

rejoice, and mourns with those who mourn.” Four 

graduates invited me to their parties. When I arrived at their 

respective homes, the hosts introduced me to family 

members and special friends and served me hot dogs, fish 

tacos and a bevy of family favorite dishes. Kindness was 

making me feel like I belonged. I attended a session retreat, 

in which Pastor Annie filled our time with group and 

private prayer. We played games and laughed; we sang and 

worshipped. Carol baked a lasagna for a really long time. 

Her act of love is to feed us. There was an increased sense 

of community among the elders that ensued. After our 

worship time one Sunday in June, I went to the gym and 

found kids, lots of kids. A few of them hugged me. Some 

kids let me join their games. We shot baskets. Dagny tried 

to teach me to twirl a hula hoop around my waist. Kindness 

abounds in the halls of Saddlerock. 

     The other morning in my prayer time I read these words 

in Proverbs, “Whoever pursues righteousness and kindness 

will find life and honor.” Church can be a cold place. We 

can look around and see only sinners and lost sheep. 

Church can be a healing place. We look around and see 

those for whom Christ died. Both views are right, but our 

view impacts what we see. Theology doesn’t have to be 

complicated. Sometimes, it is as simple and clear as 

shooting baskets with kids and eating hot dogs with 

graduates. 

“And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge,  

and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.”   

~1 Corinthians 13:2 



Adult  Discipleship 

They can grow to be over 300 feet tall and live hundreds or 
even thousands of years. The largest is taller than a 26-story 
building. Their girth – sometimes 35 feet across – enables the 
world’s third longest living tree species to support their 
height, protected by bark that can become three feet thick. 
Their larger branches can be eight feet in diameter. 

They are giant sequoias (sequoiadendron gigantium), the 
skyscrapers of the natural world. 

Yet, for all their gigantic stature, sequoias have one physical 
feature that could be considered a drawback. A sequoia’s 
root system is only six to twelve feet deep. How does 
something so large and so old with no deep roots remain 
upright for so long through wind storms, winter snows, and 
floods? 

The secret lies in the company they keep. Although sequoias 
don’t plant roots deeply, the roots they do have grow 
outward 50 feet or more from their trunks and entwine with 
the roots of other sequoias. Giant sequoias don’t grow alone. 
They grow in groves, using the strength of other sequoias’ 
roots to handle adversity and thrive upright for many years. 

The strength is in community. Like sequoias, Christians must 
maintain worship, fellowship, and study with other Christians 
on a regular basis for everyone’s proper growth and 
protection. 

Coastal sequoias will grow as much as 100 feet tall in their 
“childhood” of the first 50 years. While they look like adults, 
their tree age is 2-6 years old in human years. Most of the 
sequoias we can see today are between 50 and 150 years old 
– just kids in the redwood forests. Giant sequoias continue 
growing until the day they die.   

Can we as Christians say the same about our spiritual lives? 
Like these developing trees, we in the church see other 
Christians at church services and assume we are all doing just 
fine. Although some of the brothers or sisters are mature in 
human years, spiritually speaking they might be babies who 
need to be nurtured to grow so they can stand strong when 
the winds of life blow against them.   

When their faith is tested, when sin is tempting, believers are 
more able to stand strong when they are in consistent 
company with other believers. The art of community – the 

grove of Christians within the church – depends on all of us 
being together whenever possible for spiritual strength. 
Becoming connected, entwining our roots, requires conscious 
effort. 

Are you growing and leading by example in the Body of Christ 
(1 Cor. 12:12-27)? If you don’t consider yourself a weak 
believer, are you standing (or sitting) shoulder to shoulder in 
Bible study, worship, prayer, and service with others as a 
strong believer in the Church? Have you grown thicker bark 
not only to protect yourself but to prevent other, more 
tender trees in your church grove from becoming infected 
with complacency, sin, or errant teaching? 

Giant sequoias only reproduce every 20 years. However, for 
this to happen, they must be exposed to forest fires to force 
their cones to open and drop seed to the ground. Even then, 
not all of the seeds that are cast down will sprout. People 
who manage forests know that sometimes allowing a forest 
fire to burn is better for the overall health of the forest than 
trying to stop the fire. The entangling undergrowth beneath 
the trees is burned away, and the ground becomes nutrient 
rich for seed germination. 

Like the sequoia, many of us will reproduce new Christians 
infrequently. We might not all be great evangelists reaping a 
harvest for the Lord, but we should be standing ready and 
willing to share the seed of the gospel when opportunity 
arises. We are not guaranteed that our seed will sprout; 
making them sprout is not our job but God’s. Sometimes that 
new life will happen only after we or someone we meet has 
endured a fire of testing. We who are already growing in the 
grove can stand together through fire. 

Commit yourself to stand strong and secure in Christ by 
meeting with other Christians on a regular basis.  Let your 
roots reach out and entwine with those of other believers in 
the grove. By holding 
each other up in the 
ordinary times, few of us 
will fall by the wayside as 
we might if we try to 
stand alone or when 
storms enter our lives. 

STANDING STRONGER BY STANDING TOGETHER 
I Corinthians 12:12-27                       By Suzanne Borges, Adult Discipleship Ministry Team member 

Upcoming opportunities for Sundays of prayer, praise, and petition 

June 23rd--4:00 pm. Hymn sing in the worship center. The choir will spread out among us as we organize in our range of voices to 
sing hymn classics. Nothing more than a love of our Lord and a fondness for music is required. 

July 21st--7:00 pm. We gather in the library for a time of prayer focused on praise and thanksgiving for God's many blessings. This 
will include a few songs, some silent prayer, some small group prayer and Scripture reading. No one will be expected to pray aloud. 



Saddlerock Happenings 

FROM THE SADDLE 
**Sandra Cordell spent May walking the 100 miles of El Camino de Santiago with a friend. They handled the 

Pyrenees before enjoying a vacation in Barcelona. It’s good to be 70. 

**Congratulations to Paula Walters, who repeated her triumph in the Apple Blossom 5k, senior division. 

**Jean Jones, wife of former 1st Pres. pastor Loren Jones, died in New Mexico May 17th. She was 95. 

**Carolyn Smith, longtime church member noted for her hospitality and love for hymns, died May 21st. 

**Dorothy Beck, matron of Bonaventure and Vashon, mother of Mike Beck, died May 25th at 101. 

**John Alexander retired as our video/photographer/web host May 31st. I will miss his work with producing 

testimonies and quarterly slideshows. He is the ultimate team player with an eye for beauty. We wish him well in 

his next endeavors. 

Adult Discipleship Continued... 

Check out all the opportunities this  
summer to stand together with your 

brothers and sisters in worship, study, 
fellowship, and service! 

Abiding in Christ: Practices for  
Everyday Gospel Living 

Join us this summer as we look at time-
tested practices for abiding in Christ, 
walking in fellowship with God every day. 
Each Sunday, we'll feature a different 
spiritual practice, see how it is 
rooted in the truth of Scripture, and hear 
from a fellow disciple who has grown 
through its use.  

We will meet every Sunday through  
August 18 at 8:30 AM! 

 

Women’s Summer Bible Study 
begins July 1! 

Mark your calendars! Beginning on July 1, 
we will begin a 4-week series on “A 
Woman Jesus Can Teach.” We will 
continue the study we began last summer, 
reflecting on Jesus’s interactions with 
different women in the Gospels, meeting 
in the Worship Center on Monday nights 
from 7:00 to 8:30 PM to enjoy time in 
God’s Word. Please join us for this time of 
study and fellowship! If you didn’t join us 
last year, please don’t worry; each lesson 
is a stand-alone, so you will not feel 
behind. Books for this study will be 
available at the Welcome Desk beginning 
on Sunday, June 23. (We will skip July 15 so 
that we can support VBS that week.) 

Invitation to the marriage of  

Lucina Trujillo 
to 

Joseph Schwarz 

On the 24th day of August 2019 

At Calvary Chapel Crossroads Mission 

4402 Dixie Lane, Malaga, WA 

At 11:00 a.m. 

Our wedding is potluck-style 
Please bring your favorite main dish, salad, or dessert. 

 

The bride and groom are not registered, but there will be  
a money tree at the wedding. 

 

R.S.V.P. by July 20, 2019 
 

Call: Cheryl Butcher 509-741-0582 
Email: rbutch4@gmail.com 

 

For Spanish speakers call: Lucina Trujillo 509-669-0699 
Email: lucina80@live.com 

  Celebration of Life: 

 Jean Jones 

     Sunday, July 21  

(tentatively set for 1:00 pm  
at Saddlerock Church) 

mailto:rbutch4@gmail.com
mailto:lucina80@live.com


Saddlerock  Happenings 

 

2020 
Tom Ernsberger 

Jerry Karney 

Omar Nuñez 

Carol Schrader 

2021 
Jim Adamson 

Heather Alexander 

John Gill 

Gene Loudon 

2022 
Stew Cusick 

David Hardwick 

Marva Lee McCracken 

Jeff Sandberg 

2020 

Kathy Berschauer 

Jane Culp 

Phil Kepler 

Connie Port 

June Vanderhoff 

2021 
Kristi Ernsberger 

Dianna Gill 

Roger Lotts 

Verna Lotts 

Marcia Ruckman 

2022 
Jan Bean 

Jan Berkompas 

Marliss Jones 

Sheryl Steiner 

Paula Walters 

Saddlerock Deacons 

Saddlerock Elders 

Clerk of Session: Cindy Vidano 

Sunday, June 30th Picnic 

Where: Lincoln Rock State Park. We 
reserved the covered shelter by the 
boat launch. 

Time: Anytime after church concludes. 
Most people depart by 3:15. 

Activities: Kickball (Jeremy Lebow’s 
team vs Dennis Henn’s team), corn 
hole, 3-legged races, sack races, bocce, 
water balloons  

Purpose: Fun, competition, and an 
opportunity to encourage friendship. 
We want people to come with hearts 
for ministry to others. 

What to bring: We will supply 
hamburgers, hot dogs, buns, and 
condiments for those who RSVP. We 
ask you to bring a cheerful disposition, 
a food item to share, your beverage of 
choice (please no alcohol for this 
event), chairs or blankets so we can 
spread out from the shelter, any 
appropriate picnic games (lawn darts, 
bb guns and 
fireworks are 
probably not 
appropriate), and 
swim wear. Also, 
a park pass is 
required. 

We Recognize and Congratulate the following Graduates: 

Emma Crowe (Westside HS)—Favorite pet was 
a dog named Ho-Ho. Plans to attend Portland 
State and major in International and Global 
Studies: International Development. Her 
favorite bible story is Ruth. 

Laura Dagg (WHS)—Fun fact: Laura attended a 
different high school all four years. Her favorite 
pet is her current pet pixie. Her favorite bible story is the 
encounter Jesus had with the Samaritan woman at the well. She 
plans to attend Westmont College in Santa Barbara. 

Lanie Johnston (WHS)—Daughter of Vince & Marci and 
granddaughter of Lyla Johnston. She plans on attending WSU to 
explore the medical fields.  

Max Miller (EHS)—His favorite verse is Phil. 4:13, “I can do all 
things through him who strengthens me.” Max plans to attend 
WVS and pursue an Associate’s Degree with hopes for a career in 
law enforcement. Max is a big dog kind of guy. 

Maggie Miller (WHS)—Plans to attend WVS and play a starring 
role on their soccer team. Maggie’s favorite pet growing up was a 
rabbit named Freckles. Her favorite verse is Jer. 29:11 

Max Stevens (Running Start/WVC & High School)—Plans to attend 
Eastern where he will ferment kimchi, play board games and study 
computer science. Max’s favorite verse is Mk 9:24, “I believe; help 
my unbelief.” 

Alex Stroming (Whitworth)—Graduated Summa Cum Laude with 
a degree in theater and minors in math & Spanish. She will intern 
this summer in Chicago at the Collaboration Theater before 
heading to NY in September for a year long internship at the 
Dobama Theater. 



Saddlerock Happenings 
 

SEPC FINANCIAL SUMMARY STATEMENT 

April 

Year-to-Date   

Budgeted Income Receipts Expenses Variance 

$290,425 $273,322 $283,564 ($10,242) 

Budgeted Income Receipts Expenses Variance 

$70,654 $73,935 $65,521 $8,414 

 

May & June Roses 

Deaths 
Dorothy Beck 
Marlene Bergman 
Joe Borja 
Jean Jones 
Carolyn Smith 

Births 
    Charlotte Krueger     
    Micah Lammert 

 

SESSION SPOTLIGHT, MAY 28 
1. Bible study from John 17:20-18:1. What message about God does the world receive when they look at his 

disciples and their lack of unity in practice? “So that the world may know that you sent me.” 

2. Set June 2nd for a congregational meeting to vote on the nominating committee’s recommendation: elders, class of 

2021—Jim Adamson, Heather Alexander; deacons, class of 2021—Marcia Ruckman; nominating committee—

Charlotte Grundstrom. 

3. In order to serve as an elder, Heather Alexander resigned from deacons. Accepted. 

4. Approved membership document (affirmations, expectations). This will be posted on our web site. 

5. Warmly welcomed Jerry Karney back to the fold. He has been absent for three months recovering from a stroke. 

6. Approved concept (w/o a motion), Property’s desire to place a flag pole on the grounds.  

7. Added ministry team assignments: Deacons, Jerry Karney; Fellowship, Gene Loudon; Children’s, Jim Adamson; 

Worship, Heather Alexander; Finance, David Hardwick. 

8. Closed in prayer and thanksgiving 

“Special Discretionary spending as authorized by 

Session is not included above. Funding for these 

initiatives came from savings.” 

Transferred to Non-budget for 

the Facility Improvement Team        $40,000.00 

SEPC FINANCIAL SUMMARY STATEMENT 

May 

Year-to-Date   

Budgeted Income Receipts Expenses Variance 

$360,645 $344,098 $356,545 ($22,447) 

Budgeted Income Receipts Expenses Variance 

$70,220 $60,876 $72,981 ($12,105) 



     Roman & Jan Stefaniw work for Wycliffe Bible 

Translators through the Seed Company in SE Asia. 

They help people access the Bible in the language 

they know best.  As translation consultants, they 

review translations and check them for clarity, 

accuracy and naturalness as well as train translators 

and consultants. In addition to his role as Asia/

Pacific Consulting Manager, this year Roman took 

on the position of Bible Scholar Program Director.  

      “Lately we have been apart quite a bit due to Roman’s additional administrative travel and my helping my daughter 

while expecting our second grandchild. While at home, I have finished checking the Gospel of Matthew for a large 

language group in a politically sensitive country. I also mentored a man beginning training as a translation consultant. 

Now I am completing the distance check of an Old Testament panorama for another language group in that country.”  

     Prior to their July 28th visit to our church, join them in these prayers:  

 Pray that Roman’s Bible scholar director assessment trips result in improvements needed for Bible translation 

efforts. 

 Pray that their ten-day July visit to financial and prayer partners in the Northwest be mutually fruitful and 

encouraging.  

 Pray for wisdom and grace as they fulfill administrative and Bible translation consulting responsibilities.  

 Pray for Christians to increasingly trust and obey Jesus, glorifying God.  

 Pray for God’s presence and protection in their daughter Abigail’s labor and birth of son Joel, and for this 

family to adjust well. Thank you so much for your partnership in Bible translation! 

Saddlerock  Happenings 

Jan with two of the translators 
in South Asia after finishing 

their Epistle checking.  

Roman and a South Asia 
colleague who was interpreting.  

Meet Your Missionaries  

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
Happy Birthday  ¡Feliz Cumpleaños! 

6/1  Kasia Havlicek 

6/1  June Vanderhoff 

6/3  Jim Gelatt 

6/3  Mariana Ochoa 

6/3  Reid Rumann 

6/4  Quita Clifton 

6/5  Netsie Cunningham 

6/7  Sahalee Mahler 

6/8  Dave Battis 

6/8  Elaine Higbee 

6/8  Polly Schneider 

6/10  Rick Bricker 

6/13  Tomas Benjume 

6/13  Annika Heminger 

6/15  Darillyn Flones 

6/17  Sabrina Windsor 

6/18  Dianna Gill 

6/21  Leo Angér 

6/21  Marc Heminger 

6/21  Vivian Trefry 

6/21  Susan Weber 

6/22  Madison Rumann 

6/22  Gene Vanderhoff 

6/23  Lynda Huson 

6/23  Janet Murphy 

6/25  Nikki Davis 

6/25  Neil Mayer 

6/26  Terry Berkompas 

6/26  Roger Pollock 

6/26  Kathi Scheibner 

6/29  Les Evenhus 

6/29  Cathy Vejvoda 

6/29  Katalin Verebi 

6/30  Janet Gellatly 

6/30  Ruth Smeltzer 

6/30  Bob Windsor 
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JULY BIRTHDAYS 
Happy Birthday  ¡Feliz Cumpleaños! 

7/1  Marilyn Benson 

7/2  Benito Benjume 

7/2  Malinda Rolen 

7/3  Josiah Clifton 

7/3  Kelsey Lodge 

7/3  Tami Long 

7/3  Ethan Sill 

7/4  Paul Bergman 

7/4  LaMyrtha Frazier 

7/5  Connie Port 

7/6  Stew Cusick 

7/7  John Grundstrom 

7/9  Joan Horner 

7/10  Benjamin Beck 

7/10  Ken Hunziker 

7/11  Alan Patterson 

7/11  Bill Picketts 

7/12  Tracy Hazen 

7/12  Daniel Hendrickson 

7/14  Lucy Bergman 

7/15  Bruce Gellatly 

7/16  Carma Figueroa 

7/17  Juanjo Castro Clifton 

7/18  Olivia Leonhardt 

7/18  Isaac Scott 

7/20  Elliot Heminger 

7/21  Ben Bendowsky 

7/21  Nora Haines-Black 

7/21  Anne-Marie Windsor 

7/22  Suzanne Borges 

7/23  Esther Cunningham 

7/23  Donna Landon 

7/25  Emma Heminger 

7/25  Julie Zielinski 

7/26  Barbara Boers 

7/26  Del Vanderhoff 

7/27  Dan Boers 

7/28  Kristi Nay 

7/29  Hudson Berschauer 

7/31  Klara Berschauer 

7/31  Randy Parks 

Summer Special Events 
June   

23—Hymn Sing 

30—Lincoln Rock State Park 
Picnic 

July 

1—Women’s Bible Study Begins 

14—VBS Starts 

21—Prayer Service 

August 

18—Prayer Service 


