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FPCW  

Update 
 

The Presbytery has voted to 

dismiss us to the EPC ac-

cording to the terms present-

ed at the congregational 

meeting. The AC and the 

corporate officers of the 

Presbytery have been em-

powered to complete all the 

necessary details for dismis-

sal on or before December 

31. The Presbytery was in-

credibly gracious in its dis-

cussions and laid hands on 

our delegates to bless us as 

we go into our new ministry. 

We part graciously, honor-

ing Jesus together. Praise be 

to God! 

 

Now What? 

There were many good 

questions asked at our con-

gregational meeting about 

the process moving forward.  

There were many dates dis-

cussed as well.  What are 

our important dates over the 

next few months?  What is 

our to-do list?  What is our 

to-be list?  Here is a sum-

mary of the answers to those 

questions so that everyone 

can understand what is com-

ing next: 

 

Our Important Dates: 

 November 6-Presbytery 

of Central Washington, 

PC USA Commissioning 

Service-4 PM-Worship 

Center 

 November 12-Presbytery 

of the Pacific, EPC Of-

ficer Examination-2 PM-

Library, large and small 

conference rooms 

 November 20-Presbytery 

of the Pacific, EPC Re-

ceiving Service-10 AM-

Worship Center 

 December 31-legal filing 

deadline-this is like a 

closing date on a real 

estate purchase.  

 January 1-final legal 

transition into the EPC.  

This is like the move in 

date. 

 

Our to-do list: 

1. Complete a process of 

feedback from the con-

gregation in order to 

change our corporate 

name.  You will find a 

survey to receive your 

feedback in this edition 

of the Solid Rock Re-

view or online through 

Survey Monkey.  The 

link for this online sur-

vey is on our website. 

2. Change the denomina-

tional name, corporate 

name and Book of Order 

references in our deeds, 

titles, by-laws, Articles 

of Incorporation, bank 

accounts, checks, letter-

head, and any other legal 

documents to reflect the 

new corporate name. 

3. File all necessary chang-

es with the State of 

Washington and pay all 

the fees associated with 

these changes. 

4. Provide the Presbytery 

of Central Washington 

with our payment for 3 

years of per capita and 

reimbursable expenses 

for the Wenatchee Ad-

ministrative Commis-

sion. 

 

Our to-be list: 

1. Be who you are in Christ 

just as you have been all 

along. 

2. Be faithful to the call of 

God on your life in this 

congregation. 

3. Be committed to the 

mission of God in our 

community and your 

role in that mission. 

4. Be patient as God works 

through the leadership of 

this congregation to 

complete this process. 

5. Be gracious to all who 

might disagree whether 

here in our own congre-

gation or in the commu-

nity. 

6. Be a witness when this 

goes out into the com-

munity.  Use this as an 

opportunity to witness to 

the truth of the Gospel 

throughout the 

Wenatchee Valley. 



From Pastor Pat’s Pen 
Dear Saints of First 
Presbyterian Church 
of Wenatchee, 

Last month I gave an 
introduction to the 
Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church 
motto in essentials 
unity, in non-
essentials liberty, in 
all things charity.  
For the next few 
months I will be 
focusing in this lead 
article in the Solid 
Rock on the first line 
of this three-fold 
motto: in essentials 
unity. 
 
What are those 
essentials in which 
we are to be unified?  
Up to just recently, 
that had been our 
greatest concern with 
respect to our 
denominational 
relationship.  All of 
our officers had 

taken vows to ascribe to the 
essential tenets of the Reformed 
faith but were continually 
stymied whenever we tried to 
define what those essentials were.  
Thankfully, in our new 
communion, the essentials of the 
Reformed faith are clearly 
defined.  They were printed in 
October and are reprinted herein.  
Having clearly defined essential 
tenets provides the relief of 
clarity, the prospect of greater 

unity and also a challenge.  We 
will explore each of these as we 
come to the first of these 
essentials tenets: the nature of the 
Scripture. 
 
The EPC’s statement reads as 
follows:  
 

All Scripture is self-
attesting and being Truth, 
requires our unreserved 
submission in all areas of 
life. The infallible Word 
of God, the sixty-six books 
of the Old and New 
Testaments, is a complete 
and unified witness to 
God's redemptive acts 
culminating in the 
incarnation of the Living 
Word, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The Bible, 
uniquely and fully 
inspired by the Holy 
Spirit, is the supreme and 
final authority on all 
matters on which it 
speaks. 
 

Some would say that this is not 
the first tenet because the 
statement numbers them 1-7.  
However, this is the first 
paragraph of the denomination’s 
statement and the assumption that 
undergirds every other item in it.  
During our interaction with the 
EPC, many have described this as 
the first tenet.  It affirms what we 
have affirmed for years. 
   
 All Scripture is self-attesting.  

By that we mean that 
Scripture needs no other 
witnesses than itself to show 
that it is true.   

 All Scripture is truth.  It is 
truth because it’s author is 
God the Holy Spirit speaking 
through human personality.  
It is unique and fully inspired 
by the Holy Spirit. 

 All Scripture is infallible.  It 
is without error. 

 All Scripture speaks one 
message.  It is a unified 
witness to God’s work 
culminating in the Word 
becoming flesh in Jesus 
Christ. 

 All Scripture is the supreme 
and final authority on all 
matters on which it speaks.  
When presented with our own 
ideas of truth or the 
Scriptures’ truth, our own 
ideas take a back seat to 
God’s.   

 
It is because this is what all 
Scripture is that all Scripture 
requires our unreserved 
submission in all areas of life.  
We stand side by side with every 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church 
in the truth that God has given 
His Word and it is to be obeyed 
above all else.  In this we are 
unified.  By this we are 
challenged. 

 

In Christ, 
 

Pastor Pat 

 
Rehearsals are Thursday’s from 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.   

Call Michelle Loudon for more information 
663-1187 x 206 or MLoudon@fpcw.org 



The View from the Bell Tower 

 

September Year-to-Date   

Budgeted Income Receipts Expenses Variance Budgeted Income Receipts Expenses Variance 

$72,467 $70,852 $76,127 ($5,274) $925,000 $676,699 $685,123 (8,424) 

F i s ca l  Fa i t h fu lne ss  FPCW Financial Summary Statement 

The view from here is a 

diverse one.  There are so 

many things that have 

happened, are happening and 

will happen in the near future.   

November has always been a 

busy month in our household.  

There has always been Sydna’s 

birthday on the 6th, the Marine 

Corps birthday on the 10th, 

Veterans’ Day on the 11th, and 

Thanksgiving on the last 

Thursday – the 24th this year.  

This month we add in the Men’s 

Breakfast on the 5th and the 

worship time with some folks 

from the Evangelical 

Presbyterian Church (EPC) on 

the 20th. 

My note for November is 

often headed that the “view 

from here is a thankful one”, or 

“a grateful” one because of 

Thanksgiving Day being in 

November.  This year we can 

be especially thankful for what 

God is doing in our church.  As 

you know by now, several things 

happened last month regarding 

our congregation’s desire to 

move from the PC(USA) to the 

EPC.  Pastor Pat and I attended 

the first Presbytery meeting 

of the Presbytery of the 

Pacific of the EPC.  At that 

historic meeting he and I were 

examined and accepted 

conditionally into the EPC 

pending our release from the 

PC(USA).  Our congregation 

has been accepted, too, 

pending release from the PC

(USA).  On Saturday, October 

22, the Presbytery of Central 

Washington voted to dismiss 

our congregation to the 

Evangelical Presbyterian 

church with our property and 

assets.  That’s a good thing.  

But, it was not a very happy 

time.  Our brothers and sisters 

of the Presbytery are sad to 

see us leave.  At the same 

time, we are sorry to leave 

them as we have no complaints 

against them.  We will miss 

them.  Now, all that remains is 

some legal paperwork regarding 

our by-laws and papers of 

incorporation.  All that is to 

take place by December 31, so 

we can start the new year on 

January 1, in EPC.  That’s so we 

can have a full year’s budget in 

the new denomination and not 

have a partial year in each 

denomination.  And, I will have 

the privilege of preaching on 

that historic day.  Related to 

our change, I am reminded of 

the banners we have had in the 

front of our worship center 

that God knows the plans he 

has for us and what Joshua 

said (Joshua 

24:15), “. . . as 

for me and my 

house, we will 

serve the Lord.” 

Different 

subject.  We 

should all 

express our 

appreciation to 

Jim and Malinda 

Rolen  and their 

team for the 

work they put in 

on the terrific 

decorations for 

the Hallelujah 

Party. 

I am also 

grateful for all 

of you who 

make up the 

church family; 

for your 

devotion to God 

and this church 

and your 

ongoing support of our staff 

and programs.  There will be 

exciting days ahead, for sure.   

Blessings to everyone, 

  Pastor Paul  



FPCW Happenings 

Report of the  

Congregational  

Meeting on  

October 16, 2011 
 

The following motions were pre-

sented to the congregation on Octo-

ber 16, 2011 at a duly called meet-

ing of the congregation.  They all 

passed unanimously by voice vote 

if the way be clear by action of the 

Presbytery of Central Washington 

at its stated meeting on October 22, 

2011 at First Presbyterian Church 

of Yakima: 
 

 That the congregation concurs 

with the recommendation of the 

Finance Ministry Team, the 

Wenatchee Administrative 

Commission and the Session to 

be dismissed with property, cor-

poration, and assets from the 

Presbytery of Central Washing-

ton of the Presbyterian Church 

in the USA to the Presbytery of 

the Pacific of the Evangelical 

Presbyterian Church, a recog-

nized Reformed body in rela-

tionship with the PC USA ac-

cording to the following terms: 

a. That we change our corpo-

rate name to Wenatchee 

Evangelical Presbyterian 

Church. 

b. That we give $175,000 as a 

mission/church develop-

ment gift to the Presbytery.  

That we request that 

$50,000 from this gift be 

allocated to Tall Timber 

Ranch. 

c. That we give $47,892 which 

represents 3 years of Pres-

bytery per capita. 

d. That we give up to $5,000 

in reimbursable expenses 

from the WAC. 

e. That we incur all costs asso-

ciated with the legal transfer 

of our property, assets, and 

corporation. 

2.  To concur with the requests of 

the Reverend Patrick McElroy 

and the Reverend Paul Pankey 

to continue in their current pas-

toral positions and to have their 

ordination credentials trans-

ferred in good standing from the 

Presbytery of Central Washing-

ton of the Presbyterian Church 

in the USA to the Presbytery of 

the Pacific of the Evangelical 

Presbyterian Church, a recog-

nized Reformed body in rela-

tionship with the PC USA. 

3.  That all records of the First Pres-

byterian Church of Wenatchee 

PC USA and its predecessors be 

converted into microfiche at 

First Presbyterian Church’s ex-

pense for the Presbyterian His-

torical Society in Philadelphia. 

4.  To empower the Session and the 

voting representatives it ap-

points to secure all necessary 

administrative and legal docu-

mentation to complete this dis-

missal process including chang-

ing of Articles of Incorporation, 

By-laws, and other legal docu-

ments. 

5. That the First Presbyterian 

Church of Wenatchee make the 

following petition to the Evan-

gelical Presbyterian Church if 

the way be clear by action of 

Central Washington Presbytery 

at its October 21 and 22 stated 

meeting: 

 

Let it be known that the con-

gregation of the First Pres-

byterian Church of 

Wenatchee seeks admission 

to the Evangelical Presby-

terian Church and promises 

to obey the Constitution of 

the Evangelical Presbyteri-

an Church.  This action was 

taken at a duly called meet-

ing on October 16, 2011.   

 

The Session approved the following 

motion at its special called meeting 

on September 22: 
 

Let it be known that the Session of 

First Presbyterian Church of 

Wenatchee by unanimous vote 

called a congregational meeting for 

the purpose of voting on member-

ship in the Evangelical Presbyteri-

an Church.  This action was taken 

at a duly called meeting on Septem-

ber 22, 2011.   

Opening fall of 2012 
 

Discipleship focus  - Affordable tuition 
Comprehensive curriculum – including the Arts  
 

For information call Alex Trochez at 509.339.0043  
1400 S. Miller Street Wenatchee, WA    



FPCW Happenings 

The Essentials of the Faith 

The Evangelical Presbyteri-

an Church 

All Scripture is self-attesting and 

being Truth, requires our unre-

served submission in all areas of 

life. The infallible Word of God, 

the sixty-six books of the Old and 

New Testaments, is a complete and 

unified witness to God's redemp-

tive acts culminating in the incarna-

tion of the Living Word, the Lord 

Jesus Christ. The Bible, uniquely 

and fully inspired by the Holy Spir-

it, is the supreme and final authori-

ty on all matters on which it 

speaks. 

On this sure foundation we affirm 

these additional essentials of our 

faith. 

1. We believe in one God, the 

sovereign Creator and Sustainer 

of all things, infinitely perfect 

and eternally existing in three 

Persons: Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. To Him be all honor, 

glory and praise forever! 

2. Jesus Christ, the living Word, 

became flesh through His mi-

raculous conception by the Ho-

ly Spirit and His virgin birth. 

He who is true God became 

true man united in one Person 

forever. He died on the cross a 

sacrifice for our sins according 

to the Scriptures. On the third 

day He arose bodily from the 

dead, ascended into heaven 

where, at the right hand of the 

Majesty on High, He now is our 

High Priest and Mediator. 

3. The Holy Spirit has come to 

glorify Christ and to apply the 

saving work of Christ to our 

hearts. He convicts us of sin 

and draws us to the Savior, in-

dwelling our hearts. He gives 

new life to us, empowers and 

imparts gifts to us for service. 

He instructs and guides us into 

all truth, and seals us for the 

day of redemption. 

4. Being estranged from God and 

condemned by our sinfulness, 

our salvation is wholly depend-

ent upon the work of God's free 

grace. God credits His right-

eousness to those who put their 

faith in Christ alone for their 

salvation, and thereby justifies 

them in His sight. Only such as 

are born of the Holy Spirit and 

receive Jesus Christ become 

children of God and heirs of 

eternal life. 

5. The true Church is composed of 

all persons who through saving 

faith in Jesus Christ and the 

sanctifying work of the Holy 

Spirit are united together in the 

body of Christ. The Church 

finds her visible yet imperfect, 

expression in local congrega-

tions where the Word of God is 

preached in its purity and the 

sacraments are administered in 

their integrity, where scriptural 

discipline is practiced, and 

where loving fellowship is 

maintained. For her perfecting 

she awaits the return of her 

Lord. 

6. Jesus Christ will come again to 

the earth-personally, visibly, 

and bodily to judge the living 

and the dead, and to consum-

mate history and the eternal 

plan of God. "Even so, come, 

Lord Jesus." (Rev. 22:20) 

7. The Lord Jesus Christ com-

mands all believers to proclaim 

the gospel throughout the world 

and to make disciples of all na-

tions. Obedience to the Great 

Commission requires total com-

mitment to "Him who loved us 

and gave Himself for us." He 

calls us to a life of self-denying 

love and service. "For we are 

His workmanship, created in 

Christ Jesus for good works, 

which God prepared before-

hand that we should walk in 

them." (Eph. 2:10) 

 

The Essentials provide an explicit 

and concise expression of the 

Christian faith. These essentials are 

set forth in greater detail in the 

Westminster Confession of Faith. 

 

If you want more information on 

the Westminster Confession, Larg-

er and Shorter Catechisms, or the 

EPC in general, just visit 

www.epc.org and cruise around in 

the “About the EPC” section. 

Volunteers Needed for Infant and Toddler care and Children’s Worship 

Our infant, toddler, and children's worship programs are created to give our children a foundation of Biblical 
Truths through catechism and scripture memory and Bible lessons which purposefully present God as the 
main character. We pray that each child will know intimately the great God who created them, takes care of 
them and loves them. Please consider volunteering to help one time per quarter with the children of our 
church family. You will not be asked to teach, only to help assist the teacher.  Call Kathy Berschauer or the 
church office for more information. 

http://www.epc.org


FPCW Happenings 

Set your clock back one hour 

Saturday, November 5  

before bed. 

A Word on Giving… 
 

Every week we have a faithful group of 
people who count our offerings and 
insure that your gifts are properly des-
ignated where you would like them to 
go.  With the addition of a new giving 
opportunity to pay for our settlement 
with the Presbytery of Central Wash-
ington, we want to clarify for everyoneôs 
sake the use of giving envelopes and 
designated fund giving. 
 

White Envelopes 
White envelopes are to be used for 

General Fund giving or Settlement 
Fund giving.  Remember that we are 
trying to raise the Settlement Fund 
money over and above your regular 
giving.  If you are simply giving to the 
General Fund, you need not write any-
thing in the memo line.  If you are giv-
ing to the Settlement Fund, please 
write Settlement Fund on the memo 
line and put the check in the white en-
velope. 
 

Blue Envelopes 
The blue envelopes are specifically for 
the Building Improvement and Sanctu-

ary Funds.  Please write on the memo 
line of your check which of these two 
funds you would like to support 
 

Green Envelopes 
The green envelopes are used for giv-
ing to Local Mission and the Dea-
cons.  Please write on the memo line of 
your check which of these two funds 
you would like to support. 
 
We hope this clarifies where money is 
going.  If you have further questions, 
please contact Alice Belmont at 663-
1187 or  alice@fpcw.org. 

NEW LIBRARY DONATION 
POLICY WE NEED BOOKS 

 

Our church takes seriously its calling to 
represent the body of Christ in our 
members and people of the communi-
ty.  The quality of our programs is one 
way we reflect the passion and dedica-
tion we bring to that call.  As one of our 
ministries, our Library, within its means, 
should reflect this commitment too. 
A concise donation policy communi-
cates to the church members that we 
welcome and are thankful for their gen-
erous donations, but a high standard is 
needed to maximize the effectiveness 
of our ministry. The following policy will 
let people know what we suggest as 
donations to the church library.   

COMMENTARIES AND REFERENCE 
BOOKSðAny books in good condition 
with no underlining or writing in the 
margins. 
ADULT FICTION:  BIOGRAPHIES, 
NONFICTIONðUp to date and in good 
condition with no writing on the mar-
gins.   
CHILDERNôS BOOKðAny Christian 
books in good condition that doesnôt 
contain outdated content or pictures. 
If you have a book that belongs to the 
library please return it at this time.  Also 
if you would like a tax receipt for your 
donation, leave your name and ad-
dress and we will be happy to see that 
you receive one. 
We reserve the right to decide if your 
donated books will be added to the 

library.  Some books may be duplicates 
while others may not be suitable for the 
collection. 
IF YOU HAVE BOOKS TO DONATE 
THAT DO NOT FIT THESE GUIDE-
LINES, WE CAN DONATE THEM TO 
OTHER ORGAINZATIONS THAT 
WILL WELCOME THEM. 
We appreciate all of you who have do-
nated in the past, and we welcome 
your future donations within these new 
guidelines.  The library ministry team 
seeks to offer a good selection of quali-
ty Christian literature to the church fam-
ily, and your donations have been an 
integral part of helping us reach this 
goal.   

Ruth Hull, Librarian 
665-8339 

FPCW Book Club 

The Presbyterian Church book club will 
meet Friday, November 4, 6:30 p.m. at 
Chris McElroyôs. The book to be dis-
cussed is A Thousand Splendid Suns 
by Khaled Hosseini (author of The Kite 
Runner). This is a story set against the 
volatile events of Afghanistanôs last 
thirty years that put the violence, fear, 
hope and faith of this country in inti-
mate, human terms. It is a tale of two 
generations of women brought jarringly 
together by the tragic sweep of war, 

where personal livesðthe struggle to 
survive, raise a family, find happi-
nessðare inextricable from the history 
playing out around them. This book is 
available in the book club section of 
the library.  The book for the January 
13, 2012 meeting is Team of Rivals, 
by Doris Kearns Goodwin. This won-
derful book about President A. Lin-
colnôs cabinet will, for most of us, take 
extra time to read so it is also now 
available at the library in the book club 
section.  For more information please 

contact Roberta Vanderlin. 

mailto:alice@fpcw.org


FPCW Happenings 

Mid-Week Recharge  
 

No Youth Group, AWANA Supper or Adult Bible 

Study 

 November 23 - Happy Thanksgiving! 

 November 30 - WHS Choral Departments 

Madrigal Feaste! 

 

    Dec² the Halls  
Decorate FPCW for Christmas 

Saturday, November 26 9:00 a.m. 
For more information call Karen Halvorson 

663-6581 

Youth News for November: 
 
 

 Tuesday, Nov. 22nd. Help SERVE Wenatchee 
Valley pass out “Baskets of Blessings” - Call Ab-
bey to sign up. 

 Wednesday, Nov. 23rd NO YOUTH GROUP- Hap-
py Thanksgiving! 

 Wednesday, Nov. 30th NO YOUTH GROUP- 
Church occupied by the Madrigal Feaste (WHS 
Choral Dept.) 

The Kenya, Africa Mission Team 
Gives Thanks to God & to YOU! 

Thank you church family for sending us 
to Kenya to build a secondary school & 
to share the love of Christ around the 
globe.  We will be doing a presentation of our experi-
ence:  

Sunday night, November 20th from  
6:30-7:30pm in the Worship Center.  

Join us for cookies, coffee and  
thanksgiving for all of God’s greatness! 

Hope to see you there! 

October Roses 
Births: 
Boyd Hawk Bishop  - 9/20 ; Gransdparents Deb & 

Ron Walter 
Victoria Leeanne Bovard - 9/24; Grandparents 

Trina & Bob Blankenship 
Tyler Santilli - 9/27; Great Grandpa Bill Steward 
 

Deaths 
Donald Rothaus - September 27, Dennis Rothaus’  

father 
Bud Weeks - October 8; Deb Walter’s father 
Alyce Lindberg - October 20 

_____Deacon Doodles____ 

Mark you calendars for December 4. Please consider 
delivering miniature Christmas trees to shut ins. You 
simply pick up the trees at the church and deliver 
them. This is a wonderful way to minister 
to those who need to know that our 
church loves and cares for them. 

More details in the December newsletter. 

YOU ARE INVITED TO A TOY SHOWER FOR 
 

JOYFUL START/FPCW CHURCH 
NURSERY 

 

NOVEMBER 6
TH

 AND 13
TH

 
BETWEEN SERVICES IN THE NARTHEX 

 
Please help us equip our nursery with safe,  

age-appropriate toys and books! 
 

We have done the shopping for you!   
All you need to do is choose a toy from the ta-
ble in the narthex and purchase.  Take your toy 
to the nursery – a great opportunity to visit our 

ministry to these precious little ones 
OR 

Make a cash donation to the church labeling 
your check “toy shower” 

A Warm Welcome to our New Members  

Jack & Patti Powers  

Hank & Shirley Ramsey   

Susan Heminger  

Bill & Desiree Schmidt  
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